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Discussion and Agreement
1. Introduction

During the last 3GPP RAN#43 the outcome of UE capability signaling for early Release 8 UE email discussion was summarized and presented in [1]. Further CRs on Feature Group Indicator [2] were agreed. I am wondering about the impact to RAN5 and terminal testing.
2. Discussions
RAN2 updated in R2-091025 the following Annex to TS 25.331 (UTRA RRC) and in R2-091924 the annex to TS 36.331 (E-UTRA RRC):

"Annex E (Normative):

This annex contains the definitions of the bits in IE featureGroupIndicators. 

In this release of the protocol, the UE shall include the IE featureGroupIndicators in the IE UE-EUTRA-Capability. For a specific indicator, if all functionalities for a feature group listed in Table B.1 have been implemented and tested, the UE shall set the indicator as ‘true’ (as one), else (i.e. if any one of the functionalities in a feature group listed in Table B.1, which have not been implemented or tested), the UE shall set the indicator as ‘false’ (as zero).

The UE shall set all indicators, which do not have a definition in the table B.1, as ‘false’ (as zero).

If the optional IE featureGroupIndicators IE is not included by UE supporting future release, the network may assume that UE supports all features listed in Table B.1 and deployed in the network."

The understanding is that all features of the group have to be tested before the bit is set to "true".

The proposal from 3GPP RAN2 may have an impact on test plans based on TS 25.331 and TS 36.331, although according to our opinion, every test case referring to TS 25.331 and TS 36.331 shall be automatically applicable to the terminal device, independent of its status in the Feature Grouping Indicator.

This is important since out of the Feature Grouping Indicator it is not precisely clear which detailed feature is not properly working, and if a PICS statement is defined that no test of the entire feature group would be tested (if set to "false"), the proper working sub features would not be checked either.

3. References
[1] RP-090302 
“Summary of email discussion on grouping for UE capability signaling” (NTT DoCoMo)
[2] RP-090133
“RAN2 REL-8 CRs for LTE on Feature Group Indicators” (TSG RAN WG2)

3GPP


