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1. Overall Description:

According to the work plan for Rel-7 Multimedia Telephony Services for IMS, RAN5 is currently introducing conformance test cases in which AMR codec is used. 
RFC 4867 defines a number of new SDP payload format parameters for AMR codec. The message examples of TS 26.114 related to AMR codec are systematically using to two of them: mode-change-capability and max-red.
TS 26.114 tells the following about the purpose of these parameters:
The mode-change-capability and max-red parameter are new in the updated AMR payload format [28]. With mode-change-capability=2, the MTSI client in terminal shows that it does support aligning mode changes every other frame and the answerer then knows that requesting mode-change-period=2 in the SDP answer will work properly. The max-red parameter indicates the maximum interval between a non-redundant frame and a redundant frame. Note that the maxptime and max-red parameters do not need to be synchronized.

2. Actions:

To SA WG4
RAN5 kindly asks SA4 to clarify if those parameters (mode-change-capability and max-red) are mandatory (shall be included) or optional (may be omitted) within SDP offer-answer exchanges aiming at usage of AMR codec for IMS Multimedia Telephony communication:
a) When sending an SDP offer within which AMR codec is offered for the session; and
b) When sending an SDP answer within which AMR codec is accepted for the session. 

3. Date of Next TSG-RAN WG5 Meetings:

TSG-RAN WG5 Meeting #42
09 - 13 Feb 2009
Athens, Greece
TSG-RAN WG5 Meeting #43
20 - 24 Apr 2009
Vilnius, Lithuania
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