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1. Introduction


ETSI MCC160 team are responsible for the development and maintenance of 3GPP Protocol conformance testcases. These TTCN testcases developed by RAN5 and prioritised by certification bodies, now cover from Rel-99 to Rel-7 testcases and consist of around 644 testcases. The testcases are delivered to the test industry as part of the IWD delivery which consists of around 13 (2008) deliveries a year. The number of testcases under maintenance is increasing and this results in an increase in maintenance cost and time for SS vendors and MCC160. The main focus of RAN5 and the test industry has now moved towards LTE, Rel-7 and Rel-8 work items. In order to achieve these targets there is a need to reduce the cost and the effort spent on Rel-99/Rel-5 maintenance mode testcases. 
2. Discussion

All Rel-99 and Rel-5 testcases have been RAN5 agreed and are also part of certification in CAG. TTCN and Prose change request volume for these testcases has also been significantly reduced and these testcases are now considered to be under maintenance. Nevertheless these testcases are currently delivered as part of all official IWD deliveries. This policy could now be amended to achieve the following improvements.

To reduce the maintenance cost and time spent by the MCC160 experts for the preparation of the release. 
· MCC160 experts can be efficiently used for the most required tasks (Rel-7, Rel-8 & LTE) as the same pool of experts also work on maintenance.
· The revalidation effort and necessary software updates by SS vendors will be significantly reduced without losing test coverage and quality of test cases

· The test equipment vendors and test houses can efficiently allocate resources in order to meet the test industries expectations for Rel-7 and LTE.




 3. Conclusion and proposal
For the above reasons we recommend to reduce the IWD deliveries for Rel-99 and Rel-5 testcases and would like to propose the following recommendations.

· Limit the IWD-deliveries for Rel-99/Rel-5 testcases to a maximum of 2 to 4 per year (currently 13).
· RAN5 to define a procedure to decide when an ATS can be defined as being under maintenance.
· To update PRD 12.
1. 
2. 
We would kindly request RAN5 to endorse the above recommendations.

