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1 Introduction

This document contains an update to the Receiver Characteristics test case 7.6, Blocking Characteristics, in the current TS 36.521‑1 v0.3.0. 

In RAN5#39, in Kansas City, RAN5 RF group agreed to specify the minimum and test requirements for all the high priority test cases by RAN5#40. In RAN5#38workshop, in Sophia Antipolis, RF group agreed to reduce the test scope for E-UTRA by re-using frequency limitations from UTRA and limiting tested bandwidths as a working assumption [2].  The agreement on these left an option to further evaluate the test scope in each test. This proposal aims to fulfill the selection of test vectors looking at the test scope for In-band, Out-of-band, and Narrow-band of Blocking Characteristics requirements. 
2 Selection of Test Vectors
The requirement for the equivalent test in TS 34.121 [1] clause 6.5.4.1 states the following for initial conditions:
· For in-band case:
Test environment: normal; see clauses G.2.1 and G.2.2. 

Frequencies to be tested: mid range; see clause G.2.4.

· For out-of-band case:
Test environment: normal; see clauses G.2.1 and G.2.2.

Frequency to be tested: 1 arbitrary frequency chosen from the low, mid or high range; see clause G.2.4. 

· For narrow-band case:
Test environment: normal; see clauses G.2.1 and G.2.2. 

Frequencies to be tested: mid range; see clause G.2.4.

In-band and Narrow-band case
For in-band and narrow-band case, it seems reasonable to follow the same requirements with the working assumption of lowest, 5MHz, and highest channel bandwidths used as tested bandwidths. 
Out-of-band case
For out-of-band case, there should be some considerations on the scope. 
The R5-081045 [2] lists the importance of test time and achieving the right balance between test complexity and coverage as an important factor in drafting the test cases. In UTRA tests, in normal conditions, a single out-of-band test takes roughly the same time as all the other RF tests combined. Taking that the test in E-UTRA would have the same effect and when the terminals are expected to contain capability for four operating bands right away at start, the amount of needed test vectors for the whole 1MHz – 12.5GHz range should be questioned. 
Looking at the interference, in most cases, the blocking signal is being filtered, but in cases where a spurious response happens we need to consider what is effective enough to detect unwanted interference results while still having the ability to receive a wanted signal. With different bandwidths that are used for testing the blocking signal, the widest bandwidth offers the biggest range for different results, mixed or not, to appear. Due to the solid 95% throughput requirement and the use of smaller amount of resource blocks with more narrow bandwidths, there might be rare occasions where the interference (failing amount of resource blocks) would not show with the widest bandwidth. 
The most stressful frequency area with an unwanted CW interfering signal is near the channel edge where different results can easier interfere with the receiver. The further away the blocker raster goes from the channel edge the less stressful it should be. Hence, the frequencies that are tested, the arbitrary frequency would therefore be more ideal to choose from low or high range. This includes using the working assumption with tested bandwidths (lowest, 5MHz, highest) near the channel edge. 
For the frequencies that are further away from the channel edge it is questionable what is the benefit of using more than one transmission bandwidth to detect spurious responses. Before the first implementations are actually available for testing this, it is hard predict the probability of more problematic frequencies existing than what is detected using the highest supported transmission bandwidth. Presumably, the importance of different bandwidths should be lower further away from the channel edge.
At this point the proposal is to use following characteristics for out-of-band case:
· Test environment: normal

· Frequency to be tested: 1 arbitrary frequency chosen from the low or high range
· Bandwidths to be tested: lowest, 5MHz, and highest
(range 3 only with highest bandwidth)
It is possible to revisit range 3 and its tested bandwidths selection to widen the test scope. One reason would be to widen it enough to more extensively cover the possible interferences the TX band might cause (eg. blocking signal mixes with TX or its harmonic), but the interference caused by it should be wide and therefore, shown in highest bandwidth every time. 

There are still many open issues, such as the sample time and the interference use cases that might effect to the selection and possibly also give more latitude to work with. As with any other test case, blocking characteristics can be revisited at that point. 
3 Summary of Changes
The document introduces the following changes to test case:

· A couple of editors’ notes have been deleted.

· Initial conditions have been updated with environmental conditions, frequencies to be tested, bandwidths to be tested, and reference to the connection diagram used in the test. 

· A note has been added to the Out-of-band Blocking test requirements Table 7.6.5.2-2 to match the proposal.
4 Proposal

The proposal is to include these changes to the latest version of TS 36.521-1.

References
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[2] R5-081045 LTE-UEConTest_RF WI Status Report
7.6
Blocking characteristics

Editor’s note: This test case is incomplete. The following aspects are either missing or not yet determined:

· For out-of-band blocking, the number of allowed exceptions is undefined and interferer power level hasn’t been finalized

· For narrow-band blocking, the frequency offset for 7.5kHz hasn’t been defined..

· The interfering modulated signal described in Annex D has been moved to brackets.

· The QPSK, R=1/3 Reference Measurement Channel is undefined

· 
· The REFSENS level is undefined

· Reference measurement channels are undefined

· The fixed power allocation for the RB(s) is undefined

· The Initial Conditions including UE setup are incomplete

· Output power level tolerance is undefined

· The Message contents are undefined

· 
· The Test system uncertainties applicable to this test are undefined

· Test tolerances have not yet been applied

· Annexes related to the test case are undefined
· Test case is not complete for FDD

· Test case is not complete for TDD

The blocking characteristic is a measure of the receiver's ability to receive a wanted signal at its assigned channel frequency in the presence of an unwanted interferer on frequencies other than those of the spurious response or the adjacent channels, without this unwanted input signal causing a degradation of the performance of the receiver beyond a specified limit. The blocking performance shall apply at all frequencies except those at which a spurious response occur.
7.6.1
In-band blocking

7.6.1.1
Test Purpose

In-band blocking is defined for an unwanted interfering signal falling into the range from 15MHz below to 15MHz above the UE receive band, at which the relative throughput shall meet or exceed the requirement for the specified measurement channels.

The lack of in-band blocking ability will decrease the coverage area when other e-NodeB transmitters exist (except in the adjacent channels and spurious response).
7.6.1.2
Test Applicability

This test applies to all types of E-UTRA UE release 8 and forward..

7.6.1.3
Minimum Conformance Requirements

The throughput shall be ≥ 95% of the maximum throughput of the reference measurement channels as specified in Annex [TBD] with parameters specified in Tables  7.6.1.3-1 and 7.6.1.3-2.
Table 7.6.1.3-1: In band blocking parameters

	Rx Parameter
	Units 
	Channel bandwidth

	
	
	1.4 MHz 
	3  MHz
	5  MHz
	10 MHz
	15 MHz
	20 MHz

	Wanted signal  mean power

	dBm


	REFSENS + channel bandwidth specific value below

	
	
	6
	6
	6
	6
	7
	9

	BWInterferer  
	MHz
	1.4
	3
	5
	5
	5
	5

	FIoffset, case 1
	MHz
	2.1
	 4.5
	7.5
	7.5
	7.5
	7.5

	FIoffset, case 2
	MHz
	3.5
	 7.5
	12.5
	12.5
	12.5
	12.5

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Note:
1. The transmitter shall be set to 4dB below the supported maximum output power.

2. The interferer consists of the Reference measurement channel specified in Annex [TBD] with a set-up according to Annex [TBD].



Table 7.6.1.3-2: In-band blocking

	E-UTRA band
	Parameter
	Units 
	Case 1
	Case 2

	
	PInterferer
	dBm
	-56
	-44

	
	FInterferer

(Offset)
	MHz
	=-BW/2 - FIoffset, case 1
&

=+BW/2 + FIoffset, case 1
	( -BW/2- FIoffset, case 2
&

( +BW/2 + FIoffset, case 2

	1, 2, 3, 4, 5

7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 13
33,34,35,36,37,38,39,40
	FInterferer
	MHz
	FDL_low  -7.5 to 

FDL_high  +7.5   (Note 3)
	FDL_low    -15 to 

FDL_high  +15 

	6
	FInterferer
	MHz
	FDL_low  - 7.5 to 

FDL_high  +7.5 (Note 2 & 3)
	FDL_low    -15 to 

FDL_high  +15 (Note 3)

	Note
1. [The interfering modulated signal is 5MHz E-UTRA signal as described in Annex D for channel bandwidths (5 MHz]
2. For each carrier frequency the requirement is valid for two frequencies, the carrier frequencies -BW/2 -FIoffset, case 1 & + BW/2 + FIoffset, case 1.

3. For Band 6, the unwanted modulated interfering signal does not fall inside the UE receive band, but within the first 15 MHz below or above the UE receive band




The normative reference for this requirement is TS 36.101 [2] clause 7.6.1. 
7.6.1.4
Test Description

7.6.1.4.1
Initial Conditions

Test Environment: normal; as specified in TS 36.508 [7] subclause 4.1.
Frequencies to be tested: mid range; as specified in TS 36.508 [7] subclause 4.3.1

Channel bandwidth to be tested: lowest, 5MHz, and highest channel bandwidth as defined in TS 36.508 [7] subclause 4.3.1.
1. Connect the SS to the UE antenna connectors as shown in TS 36.508 [7] Annex A, in Figure A.4.

2. The parameter settings for the cell are set up according to [clause FFS in reference FFS].

3. Downlink signals are initially set up according to [clause FFS in reference FFS].

4. Propagation conditions are set according to [FFS in clause FFS of this document].

5. Ensure the UE is in State 4 according to TS 36.508 [7] clause FFS and receiving payload data from the SS. Message contents are defined in clause 7.6.1.4.3. 

7.6.1.4.2
Test Procedure

1. Set the parameters of the signal generator for an interfering signal in Case 1 according to Tables 7.6.1.5-1 and 7.6.1.5-2.

2. Set the output power level of the UE according to the table 7.6.1.5-1 or send uplink power control commands to the UE, to ensure that the UE output power is within [FFS dB] of the target level in table 7.6.1.5-1 for at least the duration of the throughput measurement.
3. Set the downlink signal level according to the table 7.6.1.5-1.

4. Measure the average throughput for a duration sufficient to achieve statistical significance according to [FFS in clause FFS of this document].

5. Repeat steps from 1 to 4, using an interfering signal in Case 2 at step 1.

7.6.1.4.3
Message Contents

Message contents are according to [clause FFS in reference FFS]. With this exception, the Power Control Algorithm for the Uplink allows the UE output power to be at a constant level.
7.6.1.5
Test Requirement

The measurement derived in step 4) shall be ≥ 95% of the maximum throughput of the reference measurement channels as specified in Annex [TBD] with parameters specified in Tables  7.6.1.5-1 and 7.6.1.5-2.
Table 7.6.1.5-1: In band blocking parameters

	Rx Parameter
	Units 
	Channel bandwidth

	
	
	1.4 MHz 
	3  MHz
	5  MHz
	10 MHz
	15 MHz
	20 MHz

	Wanted signal  mean power

	dBm


	REFSENS + channel bandwidth specific value below

	
	
	6
	6
	6
	6
	7
	9

	BWInterferer  
	MHz
	1.4
	3
	5
	5
	5
	5

	FIoffset, case 1
	MHz
	2.1
	 4.5
	7.5
	7.5
	7.5
	7.5

	FIoffset, case 2
	MHz
	3.5
	 7.5
	12.5
	12.5
	12.5
	12.5

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Note:
1. The transmitter shall be set to 4dB below the supported maximum output power.

2. The interferer consists of the Reference measurement channel specified in Annex [TBD] with a set-up according to Annex [TBD].



Table 7.6.1.5-2: In-band blocking

	E-UTRA band
	Parameter
	Units 
	Case 1
	Case 2

	
	PInterferer
	dBm
	-56
	-44

	
	FInterferer

(Offset)
	MHz
	=-BW/2 - FIoffset, case 1
&

=+BW/2 + FIoffset, case 1
	( -BW/2- FIoffset, case 2
&

( +BW/2 + FIoffset, case 2

	1, 2, 3, 4, 5

7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 13
33,34,35,36,37,38,39,40
	FInterferer
	MHz
	FDL_low  -7.5 to 

FDL_high  +7.5   (Note 3)
	FDL_low    -15 to 

FDL_high  +15 

	6
	FInterferer
	MHz
	FDL_low  - 7.5 to 

FDL_high  +7.5 (Note 2 & 3)
	FDL_low    -15 to 

FDL_high  +15 (Note 3)

	Note
1. [The interfering modulated signal is 5MHz E-UTRA signal as described in Annex D for channel bandwidths (5 MHz.]
2. For each carrier frequency the requirement is valid for two frequencies, the carrier frequencies -BW/2 -FIoffset, case 1 & + BW/2 + FIoffset, case 1.

3. For Band 6, the unwanted modulated interfering signal does not fall inside the UE receive band, but within the first 15 MHz below or above the UE receive band




7.6.2
Out of-band blocking

7.6.2.1
Test Purpose

Out-of-band band blocking is defined for an unwanted CW interfering signal falling more than 15 MHz below or above the UE receive band, at which a given average throughput shall meet or exceed the requirement for the specified measurement channels. 

For the first 15 MHz below or above the UE receive band the appropriate in-band blocking or adjacent channel selectivity in sub-clause 7.5.1 and sub-clause 7.6.1 shall be applied.

The lack of out-of-band blocking ability will decrease the coverage area when other e-NodeB transmitters exist (except in the adjacent channels and spurious response).

7.6.2.2
Test Applicability

This test applies to all types of E-UTRA UE release 8 and forward.

7.6.2.3
Minimum Conformance Requirements

The throughput shall be ≥ 95% of the maximum throughput of the reference measurement channels as specified in Annex [TBD] with parameters specified in Tables  7.6.2.3-1 and 7.6.2.3-2.
For Table 7.6.2.3-2 in frequency range 1, 2 and 3, up to [TBD] exceptions are allowed for spurious response frequencies in each assigned frequency channel when measured using a 1MHz step size. For these exceptions the requirements of clause 7.7 Spurious Response are applicable.

For Table 7.6.2.3-2 in frequency range 4, up to [TBD] exceptions are allowed for spurious response frequencies in each assigned frequency channel when measured using a 1MHz step size. For these exceptions the requirements of clause 7.7 Spurious Response are applicable.
Table 7.6.2.3-1: Out-of-band blocking parameters

	Rx Parameter
	Units 
	Channel bandwidth

	
	
	1.4 MHz 
	3  MHz
	5  MHz
	10 MHz
	15 MHz
	20 MHz

	Wanted signal  mean power
	dBm
	REFSENS + channel bandwidth specific value below

	
	
	6
	6
	6
	6
	7
	9

	Note:
1. The transmitter shall be set to 4dB below the supported maximum output power.

2. Reference measurement channel is Annex [TBD]




Table 7.6.2.3-2: Out of band blocking

	E-UTRA band
	Parameter
	Units 
	Frequency  

	
	
	
	range 1
	range 2
	range 3
	range 4

	
	PInterferer
	dBm
	[-44]
	[-30]
	[-15]
	[-15]

	1, 2, 3, 4, 5

6,7, 8, 9, 10, 11,13
33,34,35,36,37,38,39,40
	FInterferer (CW)


	MHz


	FDL_low    -15 to

FDL_low    -60 
	FDL_low    -60 to

FDL_low    -85 
	FDL_low    -85 to  

1 MHz
	-

	
	
	
	FDL_high  +15 to

FDL_high  + 60 
	FDL_high  +60 to

FDL_high  +85 
	FDL_high  +85 to

+12750 MHz
	-

	2, 5
	FInterferer
	MHz
	-
	-
	-
	FUL_low - FUL_high

	Note:



The normative reference for this requirement is TS 36.101 [2] clause 7.6.2. 
7.6.2.4
Test Description

7.6.2.4.1
Initial Conditions

Test Environment: normal; as specified in TS 36.508 [7] subclause 4.1.
Frequencies to be tested: one frequency chosen arbitrarily from low or high range; as specified in TS 36.508 [7] subclause 4.3.1

Channel bandwidth to be tested: lowest, 5MHz, and highest channel bandwidth as defined in TS 36.508 [7] subclause 4.3.1.
1. Connect the SS to the UE antenna connectors as shown in TS 36.508 [7] Annex A, in Figure A.5.

2. The parameter settings for the cell are set up according to [clause FFS in reference FFS].

3. Downlink signals are initially set up according to [clause FFS in reference FFS].

4. Propagation conditions are set according to [FFS in clause FFS of this document].

5. Ensure the UE is in State 4 according to TS 36.508 [7] clause FFS and receiving payload data from the SS. Message contents are defined in clause 7.6.2.4.3. 

7.6.2.4.2
Test Procedure

1. Set the parameters of the CW signal generator for an interfering signal according to Table 7.6.1.5-2. The frequency step size is 1MHz.

2. Set the output power level of the UE according to the table 7.6.2.5-1 or send uplink power control commands to the UE, to ensure that the UE output power is within [FFS dB] of the target level in table 7.6.2.5-1 for at least the duration of the throughput measurement.
3. Set the downlink signal level according to the table 7.6.2.5-1.

4. Measure the average throughput for a duration sufficient to achieve statistical significance according to [FFS in clause FFS of this document].

5. Record the frequencies for which the throughput doesn’t meet the requirements.

7.6.2.4.3
Message Contents

Message contents are according to [clause FFS in reference FFS]. With this exception, the Power Control Algorithm for the Uplink allows the UE output power to be at a constant level.

7.6.2.5
Test Requirement

Except for the spurious response frequencies recorded at step 5), the measurement derived in step 4) shall be ≥ 95% of the maximum throughput of the reference measurement channels as specified in Annex [TBD] with parameters specified in Tables  7.6.2.5-1 and 7.6.2.5-2.
For frequency range 1, 2, and 3, the number of spurious response frequencies recorded in step 5) shall not exceed [TBD] in each assigned frequency channel, For these exceptions the requirements of clause 7.7 Spurious Response are applicable.
For frequency range 4, the number of spurious response frequencies recorded in step 5) shall not exceed [TBD] in each assigned frequency channel. For these exceptions the requirements of clause 7.7 Spurious Response are applicable.
Table 7.6.2.5-1: Out-of-band blocking parameters

	Rx Parameter
	Units 
	Channel bandwidth

	
	
	1.4 MHz 
	3  MHz
	5  MHz
	10 MHz
	15 MHz
	20 MHz

	Wanted signal  mean power
	dBm
	REFSENS + channel bandwidth specific value below

	
	
	6
	6
	6
	6
	7
	9

	Note:
1. The transmitter shall be set to 4dB below the supported maximum output power.

2. Reference measurement channel is Annex [TBD]




Table 7.6.2.5-2: Out of band blocking

	E-UTRA band
	Parameter
	Units 
	Frequency  

	
	
	
	range 1
	range 2
	range 3
	range 4

	
	PInterferer
	dBm
	[-44]
	[-30]
	[-15]
	[-15]

	1, 2, 3, 4, 5

6,7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 13
33,34,35,36,37,38,39,40
	FInterferer (CW)


	MHz


	FDL_low    -15 to

FDL_low    -60 
	FDL_low    -60 to

FDL_low    -85 
	FDL_low    -85 to  

1 MHz
	-

	
	
	
	FDL_high  +15 to

FDL_high  + 60 
	FDL_high  +60 to

FDL_high  +85 
	FDL_high  +85 to

+12750 MHz
	-

	2, 5
	FInterferer
	MHz
	-
	-
	-
	FUL_low - FUL_high

	Note:
1. Range 3 shall be tested only with the highest channel bandwidth.



7.6.3
Narrow band blocking

7.6.3.1
Test Purpose

Verifies a receiver's ability to receive an E-UTRA signal at its assigned channel frequency in the presence of an unwanted narrow band CW interferer at a frequency, which is less than the nominal channel spacing.

The lack of narrow-band blocking ability will decrease the coverage area when other e-NodeB transmitters exist (except in the adjacent channels and spurious response).

7.6.3.2
Test Applicability

This test applies to all types of E-UTRA UE release 8 and forward.

7.6.3.3
Minimum Conformance Requirements

The relative throughput shall be ≥ 95% of the maximum throughput of the reference measurement channels as specified in Annex [TBD] with parameters specified in Table 7.6.3.3-1.

Table 7.6.3.3-1: Narrow-band blocking
	Parameter
	Unit
	Channel Bandwidth

	
	
	1.4 MHz
	3 MHz
	5 MHz
	10 MHz
	15 MHz
	20 MHz

	Pw
	dBm
	PREFSENS + channel-bandwidth specific value below

	
	
	22
	18
	16
	13
	14
	16

	Puw (CW)
	dBm
	-55
	-55
	-55
	-55
	-55
	-55

	Fuw (offset for 
f = 15 kHz)
	MHz
	0.9075
	1.7025
	2.7075
	5.2125
	7.7025
	10.2075

	Fuw (offset for
f = 7.5 kHz)
	MHz
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Note 1:
The transmitter shall be set a 4 dB below the supported maximum power.

Note 2:
Reference measurement channel is [TBD].


The normative reference for this requirement is TS 36.101 [2] clause 7.6.3. 
7.6.3.4
Test Description

7.6.3.4.1
Initial Conditions

Test Environment: normal; as specified in TS 36.508 [7] subclause 4.1.
Frequencies to be tested: mid range; as specified in TS 36.508 [7] subclause 4.3.1

Channel bandwidth to be tested: lowest, 5MHz, and highest channel bandwidth as defined in TS 36.508 [7] subclause 4.3.1.
1. Connect the SS to the UE antenna connectors as shown in TS 36.508 [7] in Annex A, in Figure A.5.

2. The parameter settings for the cell are set up according to [clause FFS in reference FFS].

3. Downlink signals are initially set up according to [clause FFS in reference FFS].

4. Propagation conditions are set according to [FFS in clause FFS of this document].

5. Ensure the UE is in State 4 according to TS 36.508 [Ref FFS] clause FFS and receiving payload data from the SS. Message contents are defined in clause 7.6.3.4.3. 

7.6.3.4.2
Test Procedure

1. Set the parameters of the CW signal generator for an interfering signal according to Table 7.6.3.5-1.

2. Set the output power level of the UE according to the table 7.6.3.5-1 or send uplink power control commands to the UE, to ensure that the UE output power is within [FFS dB] of the target level in table 7.6.3.5-1 for at least the duration of the throughput measurement.
3. Set the downlink signal level according to the table 7.6.3.5-1.

4. Measure the average throughput for a duration sufficient to achieve statistical significance according to [FFS in clause FFS of this document].

7.6.3.4.3
Message Contents

Message contents are according to [clause FFS in reference FFS]. With this exception, the Power Control Algorithm for the Uplink allows the UE output power to be at a constant level.
7.6.3.5
Test Requirement

The measurement derived in step 4) shall be ≥ 95% of the maximum throughput of the reference measurement channels as specified in Annex [TBD] with parameters specified in Table 7.6.3.5-1.
Table 7.6.3.5-1: Narrow-band blocking
	Parameter
	Unit
	Channel Bandwidth

	
	
	1.4 MHz
	3 MHz
	5 MHz
	10 MHz
	15 MHz
	20 MHz

	Pw
	dBm
	PREFSENS + channel-bandwidth specific value below

	
	
	22
	18
	16
	13
	14
	16

	Puw (CW)
	dBm
	-55
	-55
	-55
	-55
	-55
	-55

	Fuw (offset for 
f = 15 kHz)
	MHz
	0.9075
	1.7025
	2.7075
	5.2125
	7.7025
	10.2075

	Fuw (offset for
f = 7.5 kHz)
	MHz
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Note 1:
The transmitter shall be set a 4 dB below the supported maximum power.

Note 2:
Reference measurement channel is [TBD].
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