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Discussion and decision
3GPP RAN5 conformance test suites are well recognized in the world of information technology and mobile communications and have best served the purpose for testing UE conformance and interoperability under the GCF / PTCRB certification regime.

It is also common practice in the industry that with certain adaptations a conformance test suite can be re-used for other types of testing. Typical purpose of  such derived testing is fast regression test or “jumbo” test (= testing of combined signalling procedures). 
Benefit of extended usage of the 3GPP RAN5 conformance test suites:

· Faster execution cycles of regression test campaigns (e.g. via skipping re-initialisation steps at the beginning of certain TC groups, …) 

· Extended test coverage when combining several signalling procedures of single 3GPP conformance test cases in one “jumbo” test case (( better matching with real life network scenarios), see also R5-081302
Technically speaking such extended tests have a close relationship with the 3GPP conformance test suites. They share the same test configurations, modules or interfaces, such as communication ports or PCOs.

In order to minimize the adaptation effort when extending the usage of the conformance test suites, it is indispensable at the beginning of test design to add extension hooks. An example of such hook could be to introduce a PIXIT to identify the usage of the test suite whether it is for conformance or for fast regression testing.
It is proposed to take care of the anticipated extended usage of LTE conformance test suites already now during early test design and implementation. RAN5 is kindly asked to discuss this proposal and make a decision.
