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Introduction
As part of a further review of the anticipated signalling protocol test cases needed for LTE, a sub group of NGMN operators has worked together to compile a fresh list for consideration at RAN5#38. This was made available in R5-080188 and used the latest agreed signalling protocol test case list as at RAN5#37 in R5-073106. R5-080188 was co-signed by NTT DoCoMo, China Mobile, T-Mobile, Telecom Italia, Vodafone & Verizon Wireless.
As a parallel activity, Ericsson and NEC have also made proposals for additional tests in R5-080128, R5-080277 and R5-080288.   

Merged Proposals

In the interests of saving time, the Ericsson and NEC proposals have now been merged with R5-080188 and this outcome is contained in the zipped file labelled R5-080507.

All the test cases in the attached list are considered to be high priority because they are needed to support the likely early LTE device and includes some new test cases over and above the list available at the end of RAN5#37. Of course the composition of the early LTE device has not yet been confirmed but we think it is vital to make the most intelligent assessment possible at this early stage, in order to allow the work to be focussed in the right areas.

Introduction of a Batch System for RAN5 Test Development Purposes
The NGMN operators have also introduced the concept of batches primarily to assist RAN5 in focussing on those tests which are even more time critical (especially batch 1) as well as being an approximate reflection of the availability of core specs. It is fully appreciated that RAN5 will adopt a parallel working approach to developing the test cases therefore work on batch 3, for instance, should not be prevented because the tests in batch 1 or 2 are not yet completed. On the other hand, adopting the batch approach does imply that RAN5 makes a conscious effort to ensure that batch 1 is completed, insofar that it is possible, before batch 2 or 3.
The updated draft list has already proposed an allocation of tests to batches as a starting point. That said, it is understood that in time, the perceived importance of the tests may change therefore the batch composition is subject to review. 
Future Test Selection

The success of RAN5 to deliver a minimum but a most essential set of signalling tests is dependent on its ability to agree very early on the high priority set of tests to be developed first. It is proposed that no further tests are selected within RAN5 after the closure of RAN5#39, unless it can be fully justified and is agreed by all supporting companies of the LTE Signalling work item.  

Comments on Follow-on Test Implementation

At this stage, the batch concept only provides an indication of the priority as far as test implementation is concerned. Naturally the assumption is that batch 1 will be considered the most important, but the actual order in which the TTCN is developed is subject to further review based on:

· Progress on the test specs

· Maturity or readiness of the core specs

· Market influences such as input from the various certification bodies

For information, it is expected that the GCF and/or the NGMN, at least, will provide more guidance in Q308. 
Proposal
It is proposed that RAN5 signalling group agrees:

· the test cases proposed as additions to the post RAN5#37 list in R5-0703106 in order that the work plan can be updated.
· the concept of the batch system as described in this document is adopted along the lines that has been described above and displayed in the associated spreadsheet document.
· the cessation of LTE signalling test selection after the closure of RAN5#39 (with exceptions allowed for only the most critical of new requirements under the circumstances agreed above).   

