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Introduction
Please find my summary report from the recent RAN Plenary#37. It has been compiled mainly from a RAN5 perspective. The Plenary was convened in Riga, Latvia over the period 11 – 14 Sep 07and was hosted by the European Friends of 3GPP (EF3). I have referred mainly to the version of the Plenary draft minutes (as at Friday lunchtime 14 Sep 07) so some info may differ from the final minutes to be approved at RP#38. 

Update to RAN Terms of Reference (ToR)

RP-070757    The Chair introduced this document for information and consideration by all RAN WGs to determine how it might affect the individual WG ToR. The idea is that ToR is approved on 30 Sep 07, after which the WG ToRs will need to be reviewed (see attached). This follows a change to the scope of 3GPP’s objectives (see SP-070506) which is to be formally agreed at the next meeting of the Ops (in Dec 07).

Chair’s notes: Once the RAN ToRs have been updated, then RAN5 will need to review its ToRs, but I do not anticipate this being a long process. The key changes take into account evolutionary changes (such as LTE and SAE) so they can fit in to the objectives. I will do this during the Wed joint session.
RAN WG Status Reports

RP-070516    RAN1; the associated CRs for approval were listed in RP-070517. 

RP-070518    RAN2; the associated CRs for approval were listed in RP-070519. Slide 23 to slide 28 provides some notes on LTE progress. The RAN2 Chair acknowledged the need to decide how to include mobility (i.e. UTRA to LTE).  

RP-070520    RAN3; the associated CRs for approval were listed in RP-070521. 
RP-070522    RAN4; the associated CRs for approval were listed in RP-070523. 

RP-070524    RAN5; the associated CRs for approval were listed in RP-070525. 

Liaison Statements to RAN
RP-070702   The RAN5 LS was presented twice, once for introduction and again after the TF 160 report and the TTCN resource requirement. After some discussion, RAN endorsed this as a reasonable approach, therefore the higher priority ‘optional’ Rel 7 features that RAN has endorsed are as follows:   
· Conformance Test Aspects – Continuous connectivity for packet data users 
· Conformance Test Aspects – Improved L2 support for high data rates 

· Conformance Test Aspects – 64QAM for HSDPA (FDD)                                   

· Conformance Test Aspects –  MIMO for FDD

Chair’s notes: The RAN Plenary endorsed the RAN5 approach so it follows that the ‘prose’ is expected to be completed by Mar 08 (for those features listed) and the associated TTCN resources will be directed towards these features in the first part of 2008; the remaining ‘optional’ features will be completed in later subject to RAN5 contributions and availability of TF 160 resources.

MCC STF 160

RP-070619    The TF 160 report was presented. The key information was related to the initial estimate for tasks required in 2008. The figure of 111 man months will be taken forward by the RAN Chair to the ETSI Finance Committee shortly. Currently the figures do not include any estimate for the HCR TDD on the basis that RAN Plenary#26 agreed that there should be a clear indication of financial or resource commitment from the UMTS TDD Forum before any TF 160 resources are committed to the work. This has not yet happened. In addition no direct request was made to the TF Manager specifically for 2008. The report was approved with the caveat that the precise allocation of man months to tasks can be updated.

Status Reports

 
RP-070539     FDD Enhanced Uplink (Testing); Presented by Ericsson, noted and closed.

RP-070540    Conformance Test Aspects – MBMS; Presented by Qualcomm, noted and closed.

RP-070541    Conformance Test Aspects – IMS Call Control Release 6 enhancements; Presented by Motorola, noted and closed.

RP-070542    RF/RRM Conformance Test aspects FDD MBMS; Presented by Ericsson and noted.

RP-070555    Min UE perf req for d/l phys channels in support of E-DCH op based on type 1 enhanced receiver (Rx-Diversity); Presented by Motorola, noted and closed. 
RP-070543    Conformance Test Aspects - MBMS for HCR & VHCR TDD; Presented by IP Wireless and noted.

RP-070544    Conformance Test Aspects - 3.84 Mcps and 7.68 Mcps TDD Enhanced Uplink; Presented by IP Wireless and noted.

RP-070545    LCR TDD MBMS SIG testing of Rel-6; Presented by Datang and noted.

RP-070546    UE antenna over the air conformance testing; Presented by Nokia and noted. In addition TS 34.114 was presented for information in RP-070665 and noted.
RP-070554    Min UE perf req for d/l phys channels in support of MTCH and MCCH op based on type 1 enhanced receiver (Rx-Diversity); Presented by Ericsson and was noted
RP-070548    Iimproved L2 support for high data rates; Presented by Ericsson and was noted
RP-070551    Continuous connectivity for packet data users (CPC); Presented by Nokia and noted.
RP-070549    MIMO for FDD; Presented by Qualcomm and noted.
RP-070547    64 QAM for HSDPA; Presented by Ericsson and was noted.
RP-070550    16 QAM in HSUPA (FDD); Presented by Motorola and noted.
RP-070691    Enhanced CELL_FACH State in FDD; Original report was provided in RP-070552. Presented by Nokia and noted.
RP-070553    Presented by Datang and noted. 1.28Mcps TDD MBMS RF/RRM of Rel-6 testing.
RP-070428    3G LTE - Terminal Protocol Conformance Test Specifications; Presented by NEC and noted.
RP-070318    3G LTE - Terminal Radio Transmission and Reception Conformance Test Specifications; Presented by the RAN5 Chair on behalf of Agilent and noted.
Chair’s notes: Thanks to everyone for preparing the status reports. I think next time we should include a copy of the work plan in the zip file (if the WI has one) in order to provide additional information. I do not propose that this info is read out during the Plenary though.
Other Status Reports affecting RAN5

RP-070526    Status Report. UMTS 1500 MHz. Estimated completion is 100% and closed. TR 25.821 was presented for approval in RP-070685 and approved.

RP-070527    Status Report. UMTS 700 MHz. Estimated completion is 25% and the completion date remains as RP#38 (Dec 07). I pointed out that as there are still RAN5 aspects which have yet to be completed, it was advisable that the rapporteur organise some contributions at the next meeting.

RP-070528    Status Report. UMTS 2300 MHz. Estimated completion is 5% and the completion date is still kept at RP#38. Similar to the 700 MHz WI (above) I pointed out that as there are still RAN5 aspects which have yet to be completed, it was advisable that the rapporteur organise some contributions at the next meeting. In addition the rapporteur reported that a LS, in RP-070529, had been sent to RAN5 from RAN4 at the end of the Athens meeting which will need addressing at RAN#37. 

RP-070531   Status Report. MIMO. Estimated completion now considered to be 100%. Vodafone raised concerns that there still might be more test scenarios needed but as yet these have not been identified. I commented that RAN5 could only work on the basis of what is known but that if more test cases were needed after RAN5 have closed the WI, then it should be possible to include such tests under general maintenance. 

Other Documents of Interest to RAN5

RP-070723    Rel-7 VoIP continuity. Presented by Qualcomm, this instigated a long discussion as to whether voice continuity would be applicable to HSPA VoIP and be specified as part of the Rel-7, or otherwise. There was argument that VCC would improve the functionality in Rel 7, however, the document was only noted and the Chair would report this to the SA Plenary.

Chair’s notes: I have received confusing messages since the SA Plenary as to the outcome; the report seems to imply that a direct request is required from RAN. Perhaps not of immediate impact for RAN5 but we should follow the ‘fall out’ when it comes.
RP-070718    Mandating the support for L2. Presented by Ericsson on behalf of a few companies, the paper looked at 2 options to make L2 support mandatory. This was followed later in the week by Alcatel-Lucent that summarised the different views. In general it was argued that Improved L2 (consisting of flexible RLC PDU sizes and MAC-ehs) would be beneficial for the system as whole, and should be mandated in all UEs supporting HSDPA from Rel-7 onward. 
However, the concern raised was that for complex features, which are not implemented in the first network releases, but are mandatory for the UE to implement, cannot be tested against different network implementations for IOT before commercial release. Thus the UE implementation cannot be guaranteed to “fully support” such features. But it was argued that as all but one main Release-7 features depend on Improved L2, it seems highly likely that the network manufacturers will implement the Improved L2 as part of the first Release 7 features supported in the networks. Therefore, the supporting companies argued that there was only a low risk of interoperability issues with mandating Improved L2 in all UEs supporting HSDPA in Release 7 and beyond.

Chair’s notes: The associated CRs offering two alternatives (#A & #B) were made available in RP-070634 Alternative A - Technically endorsed 25.306, 25.331 Rel-7 CRs on UE capabilities for Rel-7, with 'improved L2' optional and RP-070635 Alternative B - Technically endorsed 25.306, 25.331 Rel-7 CRs on UE capabilities for Rel-7, with 'improved L2' mandatory. In the end alternative A was agreed and the CRs in RP-070634 were approved.
CR Approval

RP-070525   All CRs presented for approval were approved without exception.

New RAN5 Work Item Proposals

RP-070724    LCR TDD Enhanced Uplink, presented by CATT - planned completion RP#41; approved.

RP-070380    Multimedia Telephony Services for IMS (MTSI); presented by Ericsson - planned completion RP#41; approved.

Other Work Item/Study Items Proposals of Possible Future Interest to RAN5

RP-070677    Enhanced Uplink for CELL_FACH State in FDD, presented by Nokia-Siemens Networks (RAN2) – planned completion RP#40; approved. 

RP-070678    Synchronised E-DCH for UTRA FDD Study Item only, presented by Nokia-Siemens Networks (RAN1) – planned completion RP#39; approved.
RP-070679    Enhanced UE DRX for FDD, presented by Nokia-Siemens Networks (RAN2) – planned completion RP#40; approved. 

RP-070717    Improved L2 for uplink, presented by Ericsson (RAN2) – planned completion RP#40;approved although objective wording to be reviewed by RAN2.

RP-070744    CS Voice Service over HSPA, presented by Nokia-Siemens Networks (RAN2) – planned completion RP#38; approved but completion to change to RP#39

RP-070745    HSDPA demodulation requirements for 16QAM and QPSK with 15-codes, presented by Vodafone (RAN4) – planned completion RP#40; approved.

The above WI/SI relate to enhanced Rel 7 features and there was a general discussion whether RAN2 had the time to handle the work even though (as Nokia-Siemens Networks pointed out) there were no open Rel 7 WIs.

Chair’s notes: I made the point on behalf of RAN5 that when the associated RAN5 WIs filtered through the Plenary for approval around mid 2008, they may need to be prioritised due to resource overstretch at that time, but until the actual work load is fully understood, my statement should only be considered to be a ‘heads up’ not a pre-determined plan.

Chair’s notes: Also in relation to HSDPA demodulation requirements for 16QAM and QPSK with 15-codes (doc 745), both Motorola and NEC requested that the Improved L2 for uplink WI (doc 717) take a higher priority when the time comes.

Other Papers of Potential Interest to RAN5
RP-070735    Request on TS Work for Public Warning System. This was presented by ARIB & TTC for information and provided some background about the Japanese Earthquake Early Warning (EEW) system being developed. This will rely on a mixture of technologies to deliver an earthquake warning in a timely manner and also to provide follow up information. There is some reliance on cellular technology and in particular cellular broadcast techniques (CBS) but as in Europe the current version of CBS cannot meet all the requirements of a public warning system. A new TS will be introduced in the future to cover the cellular technology that will try to cover all the technical requirements.   
Chair’s notes: At the SA Plenary, SP-070695 WI entitled Earthquake and Tsunami Warning System Requirements (ETWS) for completion by SP#39 (Mar 08) was approved. SA will now define the service and functional requirements.
RP-070764    Creation of RRC Rel-8: CRs to 25.331 & 25.306. This was presented by Ericsson to introduce the Rel-8 access stratum release indicator; approved.

RP-070758    3GPP RAN Workshop on IMT-Advanced. Introduced by AT&T that provided notice of a workshop planned for 26 Nov 07 in Cancun, this is the day before the next RAN Plenary starts. The purpose of this workshop is to:

· Inform 3GPP members and leadership with regard to the scope, process and timeframes of IMT-Advanced in ITU-R

· Develop a draft work plan of TSG-RAN toward IMT-Advanced.

· Facilitate endorsement among the 3GPP leadership and the OPs at the December PCG/OP meeting. 

Chair’s notes: It probably does not have any immediate impact for RAN5 but it if the workshop is a success it will help RAN delegates to understand better where such things as LTE fits into the IMT-Advanced concept or the other way around.  

RP-070776    MBSFN Downlink Optimised Broadcast (DOB) 3.84 Mcps TDD was presented by IPWireless. Basically the paper objected to the activity relating to all aspects of DOB and argued that further work cannot be justified. In conclusion the paper argues that the WI for DOB should be closed as the objectives are met via other WI activity.

RP-070672    Way forward on MBSFN DOB was provided by Ericsson who proposed that a formal vote be taken at RP#38 to provide the absolute direction, once and for all.        

LTE Status Report

RP-070738    Status Report for WI: 3G Long Term Evolution.  NTT DoCoMo presented this report which was revised

RP-070739     Updated expected completion dates document based on completion of specifications was presented by DoCoMo which was endorsed. This will be used as the basis of reporting to the following week’s SA Plenary. 
Chair’s notes: I emphasised the point that the RAN5 completion dates will be reviewed again at RAN5#37 when more information on the expected completion of the RAN2 and CT1 core specs work, is known. What is key for RAN5 is to understand where CT1 will be in Mar 08 as far as the SAE work is concerned.
More information has been released by SA1 regarding completion dates and these will be discussed in the LTE sidebar along withy TTCN3 requirements in 2008
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