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Introduction
Please find my notes on the recent RAN Plenary#34 that was convened in Budapest, Hungary over the period 28 Nov to 1 Dec 06 and hosted by the European Friends of 3GPP. 

LTE Status Report

RP-060795    Status Report for WI: 3G Long Term Evolution.  Noted.

RP-060839    Revised LTE work plan. Noted.

It was reported that work is progressing well on all aspects not linked with the TSG SA WG2 decision. Decision on the MME/UPE split will allow progress of the related work. Infact during the SA Plenary in the following week a decision on the future Systems Architecture Evolution was taken. As RAN5 need to develop NAS tests, it will be important to start liaising with CT1 who will prepare the relevant core specifications.
In RAN5 LTE testing: work is expected to ramp up on the second half of 2007. The RAN5 WI target completion date is March 2008. I made the point that the RAN5 schedule is aggressive and dependent on the maturity of the core specifications; furthermore the quality of the test specs will be dependent on the early availability of test devices. I think it is reasonable to expect that 2008 will be dominated by LTE related CRs.

 

WG Status Reports

RAN WG meeting reports:

RP-060648    RAN1

RP-060650    RAN2

RP-060652    RAN3

RP-060654    RAN4

RP-060656    RAN5

There was a general comment from one delegate that wondered why the RAN5 status report did not really give a glimpse into the future activity as far as new WI are concerned. I pointed out that it was essentially a status report not a predictor (although we do have targets). Interestingly enough when I pointed out the known WI activity in mid 2007, this prompted some companies to state that more WIs will be proposed soon in RAN5 e.g. MIMO. I look forward to these proposals in Hong Kong.

Status Reports

RP-060661    Testing of ROHC performance; target date now RP#35

RP-060662    FDD Enhanced Uplink (Testing); 

RP-060663    Conformance Test Aspects – IMS Call Control; completed

RP-060665    Conformance Test Aspects – MBMS;
RP-060666    Conformance Test Aspects – IMS Call Control Release 6 enhancements;
RP-060667    UE conformance testing for FDD Inter-Band Operation; completed

RP-060668    RF/RRM Conformance Test aspects FDD MBMS;

RP-060669    Conformance Test Aspects - 7.68 Mcps TDD;
RP-060670    Conformance Test Aspects - MBMS for HCR TDD;
RP-060671   Conformance Test Aspects - 3.84 Mcps and 7.68 Mcps TDD Enhanced Uplink;
RP-060675    Conformance Test Aspects - 3.84 Mcps TDD HSDPA; completed

RP-060672    LCR TDD MBMS SIG testing of Rel-6;
RP-060673    UE antenna over the air conformance testing; target date now RP#37

RP-060674    3G Long Term Evolution;

Other Status Reports affecting RAN5

RP-060677    Status Report for WI UE Antenna Performance Evaluation Method and Requirements. This was presented by TeliaSonera and the level of completion 80% plus the expected date is moved to Mar 07. The RAN WG4 Chairman commented that he was confident that an agreement could be reached by the next RAN WG4 meeting. The TSG RAN chairman commented that if no consensus was reached, voting may be needed at the next TSG RAN meeting. The report was noted. Post meeting note: RAN4 are closing on agreements so it is likely that consensus will be reached at RAN4.
RP-060681    Status Report for WI Extended UMTS 1.7/2.1 GHz. Ericsson presented this report which was noted. Level of completion 100%, WI is completed following the approval of the CRs.

RP-060689    Status Report for WI MIMO. Lucent presented this report. General completion level 55%. The expected completion date is Mar 07 for RAN1, RAN2, RAN3 and Sep 07 for RAN4. Although RAN5 does not have a WI for MIMO, Qualcomm indicated that one would be presented for agreement at the RAN5#34.
RP-060696    All the TSG RAN Work Item & Study Item Description Sheets (ETSI MCC) are collated in this document which was noted.

New Work Item Proposals

RP-060676    Conformance Test Aspects - Extended UMTS 1.7/2.1 GHz; presented by Motorola and was approved.
CR Approval

All CRs presented for approval were approved without exception. Well done to the authors!

HSPA Evolution

This has not yet breached the meeting agenda of RAN5 yet but it is on the horizon to I thought you might be interested.

RP-060694    Status Report for FS Scope of future FDD HSPA Evolution. Cingular presented this report; the completion level is 70% and the completion date was modified to March 2007. The report was noted.

RP-060774    HSPA Evolution TR 25.999 Version 0.5.1.  Cingular presented this report. There were quite a few comments regarding the completeness of the report and the title will be changed to HSPA Evolution (FDD) (the "beyond the Rel-7" will be removed). Scope and content will have to be aligned later. The TR was not approved. It will be produced under version 1.0.0, in RP-060847. I don’t anticipate an immediate impact as HSPA evolution is still in its early stages; also it is not yet clear how this will impact or contest the LTE work in 3GPP.

Project Management

It was confirmed that the testing budget for RAN/GERAN is 58 man months in total. Of these TF 160 has made a provisional split of 55 MM for the RAN testing with the other 3 being dedicated for GERAN purposes. To date, 12.5 man months (MM) voluntary contributions has been declared, therefore there is still a gap of 22.5 man months of funding for RAN. The Chair once again asked for support for TTCN testing. Since the Plenary both Anritsu and Rohde & Schwarz have indicated that they will be providing 3 MM each and the GCF will provide 8 man months.
The Release 7 deadline has been decided as March 2007. As a consequence, exceptions to keep/include items in the Rel-7 would have to be requested for the next meeting in March, up to June 2007. The RAN TSG elections will be in happen in March 2007. 

In the background were talks about the possible merger between TISPAN and 3GPP and the possibility that some of the TISPAN testing aspects should move into RAN5. However, the RAN Chair made it quite clear that he will not entertain any such idea because RAN5 had enough to do at present. 
RP-060850    Work Plan Rel-7 and 8 version @ 29 Nov 06. This was presented by ETSI MCC. Noted.

RP-060851    MCC Slides review of the Work Plan. This was presented by ETSI MCC after which there were a number of comments about WI priorities and it was felt that network operators should create contributions suggesting prioritisation of new work items. As RAN5 takes its prioritisation from sources outside 3GPP, I thought this was an interesting development for the other RAN WGs.

RP-060852    Rel-7 Description, Preliminary draft. This was presented by ETSI MCC and was noted.

