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1. Introduction

Several RAN working groups have been discussing about removal of some UTRAN features in order to simplify the 3GPP specifications. The clean up would be beneficial for speeding up the introduction of new features and the UTRAN evolution in general. The result of the discussions is a list of features that can be removed from the specifications, as agreed by the RAN plenary meeting #27 in March 2005. The features listed in this document, for information to RAN5, are based on the document RP-050144 [11] approved in RAN#27. 

In the RAN#27 meeting several companies expressed concerns whether this feature removal would have an effect for R99 and Rel–4 specifications. In RAN there was a consensus to apply this only from Rel-5 onwards. 

2. feature list

It has been agreed that the following features should be removed from the 3GPP specifications. 

· 80 ms TTI for DCH
· SSDT

· TGPL2 

· Observed time difference to GSM cell
· Support of dedicated pilot as sole phase reference

· Tx diversity closed loop mode2

· DSCH ( FDD mode)

· DRAC

· Compressed mode by puncturing

· CPCH

Note: the core specification CRs removing TGPL2 were approved at RAN#27. 

3. Proposal

RAN#27 meeting has agreed to remove a set of UTRAN features listed above in order to simplify the 3GPP specifications. RAN WG’s were tasked to prepare the necessary removal CR’s for each feature and provide them for RAN#28 approval. We believe that from RAN5 point of view RAN#29 meeting would be more suitable as there are several features where we have to wait and see how the core specifications are updated. 

If RAN5 endorses this view, the supporting companies of this document will present the needed CRs in RAN5#28 meeting in August in order to have the CRs ready for approval in RAN#29. 

Furthermore RAN5 needs to decide how the affected R99 and Rel-4 test cases should be handled. The RAN guidance is that the removal of the features is introduced in Rel-5 specifications, but as the rationale for removing the features was that they were not foreseen to be used in real network, then RAN5 needs to decide if there is any value in keeping the associated R99 and Rel-4 test cases in RAN5 specifications. 
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