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December 2, 2011
Invitation to the 3GPP RAN4 Band 26 ad hoc Meeting
January 17 – 19, 2012
Jersey City, New Jersey, United States

Dear Colleagues,

On behalf of Sprint Nextel, I am pleased to invite you to 3GPP RAN4 Band 26 ad hoc meeting in Jersey City, New Jersey USA. 
The meeting will be held at the Hyatt Regency Jersey City.  A block of rooms has been reserved at the hotel under the name G-SPRT.  The reduced 3GPP group room rate is $179 + 14% tax for single occupancy. The cut-off for the hotel is 28-Dec 2011.  Please read the reservations section of the invitation for more information regarding booking your room. 
Please be sure to book your room with the rate code G-SPRT (telephone reservations) or G-SPRT (internet reservations) to insure that the hotel knows that you are with our group.  This is very important for the meeting hosts, who graciously offered to set aside and guarantee a certain number of rooms at reduced rates for the attendees of this meeting, and the convenience of the 3GPP delegates, to stay at the host hotel where the meeting will take place.
In addition to making your hotel reservation, it is also very important to register for the meeting on the 3GPP website as well.  This provides the MCC and meeting planners with important planning information. The registration form can be found on the 3GPP website. Please visit www.3gpp.org to register on line.
Meeting directions and general information are provided in the following pages. 

We are looking forward to seeing you in Jersey City, NJ USA. 

Sincerely,

Mark A. Lipford 
Manager - Industry Standards 
Sprint Nextel
+1 (913) 762-6740 (Office)
+1 (913) 579-2319 (Mobile)
email: mark.a.lipford@sprint.com 
General Meeting Information

Meeting: 
RAN4 Band 26 AdHoc – January 17 – 19, 2012
Location:

Jersey City, New Jersey, United States
Host: 
Sprint Nextel
Please direct any questions regarding the logistical arrangements of this meeting to Sprint:
Mark Lipford
Tel +1 913-762-6740
Hotel Address and Contact Information:
Hyatt Regency Jersey City
Two Exchange Place

Jersey City, NJ, 07302
Tel. +1 (201) 469-4750
Fax. +1 (201) 469-4560
Hotel Reservation site: 

www.jerseycity.hyatt.com
Room Rate: 

$179 + tax – Single Occupancy
Tax:
Occupancy Tax - 14%
Please note that this was the tax rate at the time this invitation was distributed. This charge is subject to change. 
Cut-off Date: 

28-Dec 2011
Please be sure to make your reservations before the cut off date to insure the lower group rate. Rates may be significantly higher after the cut-off date.

Check-in/Check-out Times:

Check in – 3:00 pm
Check out – 11:00 am
Telephone Reservations: 
To make your reservation by phone, please call the hotel directly at Tel. +1 201 469-1234.  Please make sure you tell the agent that you are with the G-SPRT group. 
Internet Reservations: 

Please use the following link to make your reservation on line. 
www.jerseycity.hyatt.com and enter “Corporate/Group#” = G-SPRT
Cancellations:
Cancellations must be made 48 hours prior to arrival (local time) in order to avoid a penalty of one night’s room and tax. 

Please Note: Sprint is not responsible for reservation confirmations, cancelled or changed reservations, or no-shows. Please contact the hotel directly to make any changes. 

Airport: 
There are three airports in the area, the most convenient is Newark International Airport (EWR) [http://www.panynj.gov/airports/newark-liberty.html]
Additionally there is New Yorks JFK Airport (JFW), and New York LaGuardia (LGA)

Wireless LAN:

This will be a paperless meeting. 

Please be sure to bring your wireless LAN card to the meeting.

Phone charges: 

Each delegate is responsible for verifying any toll charges that may be incurred by placing local, long distance and toll-free calls from a guest room. 
Internet: 

Internet access in the meeting room is complimentary for 3GPP delegates. 

GSM/UMTS Coverage: 
There is GSM/UMTS coverage in Jersey City.
Time Zone:
Eastern US Time Zone
Train Service from Airport to Hotel

Take the PATH train from Newark Airport toward the World Trade Center, exit train at Exchange Place, Hotel is approximately 200 meters from the station.  Travel time is approximately 25 min.

Train fare 1-way is $2.00

Estimated Taxi Fare:
Approximately $46.00 one way. 

This was the rate at the time of distribution. This price is subject to change. 
Shuttle Service  - Super Shuttle - (212) BLUE VAN (800-258-3826). 

Parking at the meeting hotel:
Valet Parking: (Outdoor Parking)

$32.00 overnight (in and out privileges) until 5PM the following day

$25 Daily Parking (until 11PM)

Directions: 

Interstate 95 / Newark Airport / NJ Turnpike (North or South)
Take NJ Turnpike to exit 14C. Go through toll booth. Take your second right, marked "Jersey City - Columbus Drive." Follow the exit until it ends. Curve right onto Christopher Columbus Dr. and follow Christopher Columbus Dr. it until it ends.  Hotel is on your left.

Pennsylvania Turnpike
Take the Pennsylvania Turnpike North to the NJ Turnpike North. Follow directions from the NJ Turnpike.

New York Thruway
Take the New York State Thruway to Route 87 West. Follow route 87 West to the Palisades Parkway.

Interstate 280
I-280 E via the ramp on the left toward New Jersey Turnpike/Newark. Take the CR-508 E exit- Exit 17a- toward Jersey City.

Merge onto Newark & Jersey City Turnpike. This becomes NJ-7 E.  NJ-7 E becomes US-1 9 TRUCK / US-1 TRUCK / US-9 TRUCK / US-1 & 9-TRUCK. Turn slight right toward Hoboken / Holland Tunnell. Merge onto NJ-139 E. NJ-139 E becomes 12TH ST. Turn right onto Marin Boulevard. Turn left onto Christopher Columbus Drive. Our Northern New Jersey hotel is at the end next to the PATH station

Interstate 80
Take Interstate 80 East to NJ Turnpike South. Follow directions for NJ Turnpike.

George Washington Bridge
Upon crossing George Washington Bridge, follow signes for the NJ Turnpike South. Take the NJ Turnpike South to exit 14C. Go through toll booth, take your second right marked "Jersey City/Columbus Dr." Follow the exit until it ends and curve right onto Christopher Columbus Dr. Follow until it ends, the entry way to our Jersey City NJ hotel is on your left.

Tappan Zee Bridge
Upon crossing bridge, follow the signs for the NY State Thruway. Take thruway to Route 87 West. Take 87 West to the Palisades Parkway South. Take Palisades Parkway South to the N.J. Turnpike. Follow directions from NJ Turnpike North/South.

Verrazano Bridge
Upon exiting bridge, enter the Staten Island Expressway West. Cross the Bayonne Bridge, follow signs onto Route 440 North. Turn right onto John G. Kennedy Blvd. Turn right onto Montgomery St. and then turn left onto Washington Blvd. Turn right onto Christopher Columbus Dr. until it ends. Entry way to the hotel is on your left.

From the Holland Tunnel
Upon exiting tunnel take your second left onto Manila Ave. Follow this 1.5 miles until you reach Christopher Columbus Dr. and turn left. The entry way to the hotel is on your left.

From the Lincoln Tunnel
Upon exiting tunnel stay to your right and take the exit marked "Hoboken Local Traffic." Follow Willow Avenue to Observer Highway and make a right. Take your first left onto Luis Munoz Marin Blvd. Follow Luis Munoz Marin Blvd. for 2 miles to Christopher Columbus Dr. and turn left. Follow this until it ends, the hotel is on your left. 

From LaGuardia Airport: 14 miles
Exit the airport and follow signs for the Grand Central Parkway West. Travel down the Grand Central Parkway West to the Brooklyn Queens Expressway West. Follow signs for the Williamsburg Bridge. Upon crossing bridge, turn left onto Canal Street and follow signs to the Holland Tunnel. Follow directions from Holland Tunnel.

Voltage:
110v
Please be sure you have the correct adapter. Voltage converters will not be provided at the meeting
Reserving Seats: 

Please note: preselecting seats prior to the start of the meeting or reserving seats for colleagues is not permitted at meetings.  Delegates must be present in the meeting room at the start of the meeting in order to have a seat. All seat signs left overnight will be removed daily.  There is no access to the meeting rooms prior to the start of the meeting.  Please come early the morning of the meeting should you wish to choose a specific seat.

Meeting Start Time:

The meeting will start at 9am on Tuesday morning.  A continental breakfast will be served outside of the meeting room beginning at 8:30am.
Visa Information: 
PLEASE NOTE: LETTERS MAY TAKE 7 DAYS TO BE PROCESSED.

HARD COPIES OF THE LETTERS WILL NOT BE SENT OUT AFTER DECEMBER 20, 2011. REQUESTS RECEIVED AFTER December 20, 2011 WILL BE SENT VIA FAX OR EMAIL ONLY. 

Letters will be sent for meeting delegates only. 

Please contact John Humbert via email at John.J.Humbert@sprint.com or Mark Lipford via email at mark.a.lipford@sprint.com, should you require a personal letter of invitation for a visa application.  Your email must include the following information in order for it to be processed:
1. Family name (last name): 

2. Forename (first name): 

3. Birth date (month/date/year): 

4. Passport number and issuing country: 

5. Gender: 

6. Company name: 
7. Occupation/Position:

8. Company/mailing address: 

9. Postal Code: 

10. Country: 

11. Telephone number: 

12. Fax number: 

13. Name of meeting: 
14. Location of meeting:

PLEASE VERIFY THAT ALL INFORMATION IS ACCURATE AND WILL BE VALID AT THE TIME OF THE MEETING.
In addition, you may be asked for specific documentation showing strong social, economic, and other ties to your home country. Documents in a foreign language should have a notarized translation attached.  

Please do not contact ETSI or the meeting chairman for a visa letter. Letters will be processed within 7 days of receiving an email request. If you have not received your letter within 7 days or have any changes after receiving an emailed copy, please contact Mark Lipford via email at mark.a.lipford@sprint.com 
Please direct any questions regarding the logistical arrangements of this meeting to the 3GPP Meeting Coordinators:
Mark Lipford

Sprint

+1 (913) 762-6740
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