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1
Introduction
This document discusses the procedure and some aspects for specifying frequency bands and band combinations for NR in Release 15 and later.
2
Status and observations
In RAN4#81, it was agreed to request operators to bring their prioritised frequency bands for Release 15 standardization. This led to a huge number of frequency bands being proposed at the NR adhoc, and it seems clear that the proponents will not deploy NR in all of those frequency bands within the Release 15 timeframe, so it is clear that at least some of the proposals were based on uncertainty about spectrum acquisitions. Therefore it is possible that the Way Forward in RAN4#81 actually led many operators to believe that if they did not bring frequency bands before the end of the current NR study item, then they would not have an opportunity to add frequency bands to the NR WI after March 2017. 
The types of RF requirements for NR do not seem to be very different to the types of RF requirements we defined for LTE, and therefore compared to all of the work required for the initial UE and BS requirements, are maybe not the bottleneck, especially for existing sub-6GHz bands where the potential band-specific complexities should already be clear. Therefore it would seem feasible that work on a specific frequency band or band combination should not take a whole Release cycle. 
3
Proposed approach for band specification work
The following is proposed:

· Frequency bands (NR standalone) and band combinations (NR non-standalone) will be added in a Release independent manner, in the same way as LTE.

· Prioritisation of work on each frequency band and band combination will be an iterative process that is refined according to actual deployment needs as Release 15 progresses. This may include some originally proposed frequency bands or band combinations being retracted by operators.
· Frequency bands or band combinations proposed after March 2017 may still be included in the Release 15 specification, based on actual deployment need.
· Release 16 UE and BS requirements specifications will be made available immediately after the closure of the Release 15 specification, for the purpose of adding newly specified frequency bands and band combinations.
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