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1 Introduction
Work Item on Uplink 256QAM for LTE was approved in RAN plenary #71. In this contribution we discuss the work plan for the requirement specification in RAN4.
2 Discussion
The objective of the work item on UL 256QAM is the support of 256QAM shall be specified in a generic manner for both licensed and unlicensed spectrum. Focus of the work should be specific to the support of small cell deployments or deployments with eNB with many receive antennas. The detailed objectives are

· Introduce new MCS table and signalling to support 256QAM in UL

· Define applicable RRC signalling, UE capability and potential new UE categories

· Introduce RF requirements for single carrier and for carrier aggregation on both licensed and unlicensed spectrum
In the following we discuss the RF requirements that need to be specified together with a time plan for the RAN4 discussions.

· RAN4 #78b
· Agree on the work plan
· Overview of requirements: UE RF (EVM, MPR, A-MPR) and BS performance. 
· RAN4 #79
· Agree on the approach for specifying EVM requirements; i.e. whether EVM requirements for DL256QAM can be reused or new simulations are needed. 

· Agree on link simulation scenarios and  assumptions for MPR, A-MPR, and TX EVM (if needed) 
· Agree on system simulation scenarios and  assumptions for range of SNR for UL 256QAM (if needed)
· RAN4 #80
· Discussion on the simulation results 
· Specify initial requirements for UE Tx EVM, MPR, A-MPR 

· RAN4 #80b
· Agree on the UE RF requirements for UE Tx EVM, MPR and A-MPR
· Agree on the CRs for UE RF requirements
· Agree on framework for BS performance

· RAN4 #81
· Agree on the link simulation assumptions for BS performance

· RAN4 #82
· Initial link simulations for BS performance

· RAN4 #82bis
· Final link simulations for BS performance

· RAN4 #83
· CRs for BS performance
3 Conclusion
In this contribution we proposed a work plan for specification of UL 256QAM in RAN4.
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