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1 Introduction
An LS on some eMTC UE transmission aspects was sent by RAN1 [1] to ask RAN4 feedback. The questions in the LS are copied as:
Regarding the agreement above, RAN1 would like to ask RAN4 to provide feedback whether it is feasible to keep Pcmax,c(i) constant over X subframes for a UE transmitting PUSCH with repetitions, and to provide a constant power level if it is not feasible to have constant Pcmax,c(i) over X subframe.
Regarding the phase continuity, RAN1 would like to ask RAN4 to provide feedback about the questions below.
Question 1: 
Regarding the phase continuity, RAN1 would like to ask RAN4 to provide feedback on whether the phase continuity in the transmitted signal can be maintained if the UE suspends transmission in one SC-FDMA symbol (due to cell-specific SRS) and resumes transmission after the SC-FDMA symbol. 

Question 2: 
RAN1 would like to ask RAN4 to provide feedback on the impact on the phase continuity in the transmitted signal if the UE suspends transmission in more than one SC-FDMA symbol (e.g., one or more subframes) and then resumes transmission.
Actions:

To RAN WG4: 
RAN1 would like to ask RAN4 to provide feedback whether it is feasible to keep Pcmax,c(i) constant over X subframes for a UE transmitting PUSCH with repetitions, and to provide guidance for a constant power based on Pcmax,c(i) if it is not feasible to have constant Pcmax,c(i) over X subframe.
Also, RAN1 would like to ask RAN4 to provide feedback about the questions regarding the phase continuity.
This contribution discusses the questions raised by RAN1 in the LS.

2 Discussion
For coverage enhancement, UE needs to repeatedly transmit signals over X subframes under a constant power where X > 1. When a UE is placed at the coverage edge, it needs to transmit under maximum configured output power Pcmax,c. Transmission in Pcmax,c is a capability of an UE and it is not limited by the transmission duration. UE can transmit under Pcmax,c during any period, the only concern may be power consumption during these continuous subframes. But it should be more power saving compared with the case that UE transmit Pcmax,c during not continuous but same number of subframes.
For the phase continuity, based on previous RAN4 study in ULTD and UL-MIMO, the significant phase change occurs in PA stage switching, PA on/off status change and centre frequency change. If only some symbols are suspended over one or more subframes, it is not expected that there will be significant phase discontinuity observed. Therefore, in Question 1 and 2, phase continuity should not be a concern for the case RAN1 mentioned.
3 Conclusion
Based on above discussion, it is proposed to give below feedback to RAN1:
It is feasible to keep Pcmax,c over X subframes for a UE transmitting PUSCH with repetitions.
Regarding the phase continuity, it should not be an issue if the UE suspends transmission in one SC-FDMA symbol (due to cell-specific SRS) and resumes transmission after the SC-FDMA symbol as well as if the UE suspends transmission in more than one SC-FDMA symbol (e.g., one or more subframes) and then resumes transmission.
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