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1. Overall Description:

RAN4 would like to thank RAN2 for the LS, where RAN2 asked for the RAN4 opinion with respect to the following question:

· Q1 Under which conditions the UE can consider that the LAA SCell is a reliable timing reference cell for UL transmissions?

RAN4 has discussed the solution suggested by RAN2 and made the following observations in response to the question directed to RAN4:
· Observation 1: If for LAA SCells where PRACH cannot be sent, there is a solution to obtain the initial NTA value, e.g., setting it to a pre-defined value as suggested by RAN2, then an LAA SCell may also be a reference cell and sTAGs with LAA-only SCells are possible.

· Observation 2: LAA SCell may be used as a DL reference for deriving UL transmission timing, provided that a certain minimum number of DL subframes of the LAA SCell are available at the UE for obtaining reliable DL reference, which can be clarified in 36.133. So, an LAA SCell can be used as a DL reference whenever the eNodeB is able to transmit these minimum number of DL subframes over a certain time period, i.e., the probability of not accessing the channel by the eNodeB due to LBT failure is not too high.
2. Actions:

To RAN2 group.

ACTION: 
RAN4 kindly asks RAN2 to take the above information into account in their work during the WI.
3. Date of Next TSG-RAN WG4 Meetings:
3GPPRAN4#81
14th – 18th November 2016
Reno, Nevada, US
3GPPRAN4#82
13th – 17th February 2017     
Athens, GR   
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