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1 Introduction
When drafting a new TS, TR or CR, the drafting rules, as they are described in the latest version of 3GPP TR 21.801 (http://www.3gpp.org/specifications-groups/delegates-corner/writing-a-new-spec) shall be followed. In principle, 3GPP drafting rules are compatible to ETSI drafting rules, but not entirely. Back in 1999 these rules were identical, but since then ETSI has introduced modifications which were partly introduced in 3GPP.

In Dec. 2014 ETSI has released a new set of drafting rules, which might be introduced soon in the 3GPP drafting rules as well. 
2 General Impact

There a few important aspects to take care during drafting new CRs and TRs:
Maybe the most important change refers to the rule for the subdivision of clauses. Hanging paragraphs are not allowed anymore (note that hanging paragraphs are very popular today in 3GPP specifications)
3 2.12.2    Paragraph

A paragraph is an unnumbered subdivision of a clause.

To be able to precisely reference every paragraph, clauses shall have either numbered or unnumbered subdivisions. 

Example 1 shows the two alternatives that shall be used for subdividing a clause.

EXAMPLE 1:

	5              Title
5.1                           Title

Paragraphs 

5.2                           Title

Paragraphs 

5.3                           Title

Paragraphs

6              Test report
	
	5              Title
Paragraph 1 

Paragraph 2

…

Paragraph n

6              Test report


Mixed numbered and unnumbered subdivisions shall not be used as they make precise paragraph referencing not possible. 

Example 2 shows clause subdivision that shall not be used.

EXAMPLE 2:

	5              Title
Paragraph 1 (text that cannot be precisely referenced)

Paragraph 2 (text that cannot be precisely referenced)

5.1                           Title

Paragraphs 

5.2                           Title

Paragraphs 

5.3                           Title

Paragraphs

6              Test report


Browsing through the RAN4 related specifications, a few other issues which are related to actual 3GPP drafting rules can also be spotted:

· Several definitions need to be revised. 
Drafting Rules, clause 2.11.1
· The form of a definition should be such that it can replace the term in context. Any additional information shall be given only in the form of examples or notes. If there are several notes or examples for the same definition, the notes shall be numbered. Otherwise it is not necessary.

Example below is relevant:
lower sub-block edge: frequency at the lower edge of one sub-block. It is used as a frequency reference point for both transmitter and receiver requirements
Correct definition is :

lower sub-block edge: frequency at the lower edge of one sub-block
NOTE:
It is used as a frequency reference point for both transmitter and receiver requirements

· Use of bold and italics is sometimes not correct.

DRAFTING RULES:

Use bold to emphasize text (the underline attribute causes confusion when revision marks are used).Use italic for citations, linguistic expressions or when a word/text/expression is extracted from a specific context.
· Several Notes (in tables and outside tables) need to be reviewed, as they contain the word “shall”.

Drafting Rules

Notes and examples integrated in the text shall only be used for giving additional information intended to assist the understanding or use of the ETSI deliverable. They shall not contain any information considered indispensable for the use of the deliverable.

4 Proposal
In this paper we summarize several aspects spotted in the RAN4 related specifications which are not in line with 3GPP drafting rules. They must be corrected as soon as possible. 
Regarding the new rule against hanging paragraphs, we propose to avoid inclusion of new such paragraphs in RAN4 specifications, until and official update of the 3GPP Drafting Rules is released in respect to this issue.
