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1. Overall Description:

RAN4 would like to thank RAN 3 for the LS in R3-142566 on resource allocation granularity signalling in the context of NAICS. In particular in the LS RAN 3 asked RAN 1 and RAN 4 to “confirm whether the resourceallocationgranularity IE needs to be signaled”. The LS highlights that signalling related to NAICS assistance information is subject to backhaul delays which are implementation dependent. 
RAN 4 acknowledges the fact that the assistance information is subject to backhaul delay which may lead to inaccurate/non up-to-date signalling. This negatively affects the UE performance. In some conditions the performance is worse than that obtained with Rel-11 LMMSE-IRC. If the resourceallocationgranularity IE signalling is introduced it would require additional UE testing to ensure better or equal performance than Rel-11 LMMSE-IRC. Furthermore, during the SI phase, RAN 4 studied the feasibility of blind detection and concluded that blind detection of the parameters based on 1 PRB-pair  resource allocation granularity is feasible; hence, RAN 4 can confirm that resourceallocationgranularity=1 can always be used in NAICS feature.
Considering the above and in order to avoid performance issues, RAN 4 would like to confirm to RAN 3 that there is no need to signal the resourceallocationgranularity IE.   

2. Actions:

To RAN WG3 
RAN4 respectfully asks RAN3 to remove the resourceallocationgranularity IE from the NAICS signalling presented in the CR in R3-142550 and to agree to the remaining changes.
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