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Introduction
This contribution discusses criteria to be evaluated for selection of an AAS reference point. This paper is a resubmission of R4-134080.
Discussion

Numerous contributions have been submitted advocating either the selection of a transceiver boundary reference point or an OTA reference point based on perceived technical benefits and/or concerns. While there may be merit in some of the technical points, there are also non-technical criteria which must be part of the discussion. Following is a partial list of such critera.
1. Regulatory compliance: selection of the reference point should be aligned with compliance testing as directed by regulatory agencies. Regulatory data must be collected as a matter of law, and it is wasteful to create test plans which are incompatible with regulatory needs but test the same parameters.
2. Cost effectiveness. When multiple alternatives are presented for collecting essentially the same information, it is best to select the simplest and least expensive option if that option supports adequate information gathering. The value of the requirement reference point selection must at least offset any additional complexity incurred due to its selection.
3. Continuity with legacy requirements. In cases where AAS is used to supplement or replace conventional systems, it is important that a straightforward comparison between the AAS performance and the performance of legacy solutions is possible.
There may be different views regarding the relative priorities of these considerations with respect to the technical issues or to the priorities among these criteria. However, none of the criteria overshadow the others. All issues must be considered in the selection of the requirement reference point.
Conclusions

Non-technical criteria for the requirement reference point must be evaluated along with the technical criteria. Examples of non-technical issues are presented for consideration in making the final decision.
