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1.  Introduction
A new SID was approved in RAN#58 meeting, as in [1]. The objectives of the SID are as follows:

1. How future RF features can be incorporated across all RATs, with reduced effort and risk of specification conflicts, considering the possible differences in requirements among different RATs

2. How to declare conformance for BS in the new specification structure

3. Feasibility of compliance of selected future RF feature(s) by legacy BS that conforms to specifications of previous releases

4. How to accommodate regulatory references to the new BS specification structure for single-RAT and multi-RAT Base Stations

5. How to guarantee that a BS compliant to the new BS specification structure, for a requirement that is taken from the legacy structure, will comply to that requirement for each applicable RAT as  specified in the legacy structure

6. How to migrate the requirements in the present BS specification structure (including performance requirements) into a new specification structure
In this contribution, we provided some initial views on the topic, especially for the topic (1) and (2) listed above. 

2. Discussion 
The complexity of LTE BS specifications has increased dramatically from Rel-8 up to Rel-11. Starting from LTE BS specification (TS 36.104), new BS specifications are being created to support new base station product portfolios, for example, MSR (37.104), AAS BS (potentially new specification). To make matters worse, new RF features such as CA, small cells, NCT, etc. are being added to the BS specifications. With the increased LTE bands and different RAT combinations, complexity of LTE BS specifications will be further increased, as depicted in Figure 1. 
To overcome this increasingly complex LTE BS specification interdependency, there are three potential options that could be explored:
Option 1: To restructure the existing BS specification(s) (36-series or 37-series, etc.). Existing BS specification structure has been quite robust and well defined (General, Tx and Rx requirements, Performance). However, to facilitate new RF features and BS classes, the specifications should be designed to be expandable. One possibility would be to migrate all the requirements to 37-series. In this way, interdependency can be reduced. 
Option 2: To create a new specification (TS 3x.104). Creating a new specification for beyond Rel-12 applicability could solve the complexity problem, but legacy issues will still remain.  

Therefore, one can anticipate that there are pros and cons for Option 1 and 2. Further thoughts and discussions would be needed during the study phase to find an optimum solution. 
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Figure 1: Interdependency of LTE BS specifications and LTE RF-related features

3.  Conclusion
In this contribution, we provided some initial views into the new BS specification work. Two options are put forward to be discussed for the interested proponents. 
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