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1 Background 
A new study of the Base Station specification structure was agreed at the RAN plenary in Barcelona [1]. The objective of the SID identifies one study area that relates to legacy requirements and legacy equipment:

· How to accommodate regulatory references to the new BS specification structure for single-RAT and multi-RAT Base Stations
This paper initiates a discussion on the regulatory references and looks specifically at the European situation.

2 Discussion
The work in 3GPP is reflected in regulation across the world, used for placing equipment on the market and for setting license conditions. It is mainly RF parameters such as BS power and unwanted emissions on the transmitter side that are reflected in regulation, but in some cases also other parameters. References can be both explicit and implicit.
Explicit references occur in some regulation, when a specific requirement is part of a regulatory document and it is clear by reference that the source is 3GPP. Some part of the requirement or procedure may also be included by reference only. The references are in this case usually specific and identify a single 3GPP release. Since references are specific, the impact of making major changes of content or structure in 3GPP specifications could possibly be handled through the regular revision process in the regulatory body publishing the document.

Implicit references occur in some regulation where terminology, structure and specific requirements have become part of regulatory documents, but there may not always be a direct or explicit reference to the corresponding 3GPP document. Since the regulation in this case does not identify a specific 3GPP document or requirement, greater care has to be taken when a major change is made to the content or structure in 3GPP specifications, in order to make sure that alignment remains with the regulation. 
2.1 European regulatory references in ETSI
European regulatory requirements for placing a telecommunication product such as a Base Station on the market are set by the European R&TTE directive, which is interpreted in an ETSI harmonized standard for IMT equipment. The standard EN 301908 [2] covers UE, BS and repeater equipment for all IMT technologies and is in 22 parts. For the 3GPP radio interface technologies, EN 301 908 is divided in the same way as the 3GPP specifications, with separate parts for UTRA BS (Part 3), E-UTRA BS (Part 14) and MSR BS (Part 18).

The specific standard parts contain a subset of the RF test requirements for each BS type, which are aligned with the 3GPP versions and are mostly described in a self-contained way. The test suites are also aligned with the corresponding 3GPP ones, but include a large number of explicit references to descriptions of test models and test configurations in the European transposed versions of the 3GPP standards.
A first look at the impact of a possible new BS specification structure in 3GPP gives the following;

· References: The 3GPP standards are transposed into corresponding ETSI standards with the same structure and equivalent numbering. This implies that any new 3GPP structure would automatically be inherited by the transposed ETSI Rel‑12 standards. In the corresponding harmonized standards, any reference to the transposed standards would have to be updated to correctly reference a new structure.
· ETSI harmonized standard structure: It would be possible to keep the present division into harmonized standard parts in ETSI, even if it were to change in 3GPP. The key is to update and maintain the correct references to 3GPP specifications. It could also be possible to merge the ETSI harmonized BS standards to a single document, but this is ultimately a decision for ETSI.
In order to get a first-hand opinion regarding any impact for the ETSI harmonized standards, it is proposed to liaise with ETSI TFES on this topic. A draft LS is prepare in [3].

3 Summary
An initial analysis of the situation for regulatory references in ETSI does not indicate that any problems would arise with a new 3GPP BS specification structure. It is proposed to liaise with ETSI on this topic and a draft LS is prepared in [3].
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