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1. Overall Description:

A new work item for non-contiguous 4C-HSDPA operation was agreed at RAN #51 meeting [1] with the objective of studying the feasibility of supporting 4-carrier HSDPA operation for two non-adjacent blocks of carriers within a single band with the assumptions defined in [1]. Based on the outcome of the feasibility analysis, RAN WG4 will specify the UE and BS core requirements.
RAN WG4 would like to inform RAN of the progress in this area. 
In RAN WG4 #60, operators have provided indications about the preferred scenarios and proposed that these are taken into account as baseline for the work. The scenarios are summarized in the following table [2,3], where ‘C’ represents a 5MHz component carrier and ‘-x-’ reprensents a xMHz wide gap.

Table 1. Summary of operators’ scenarios.
	Scenario
	Band
	Gap length
	Number of Component Carriers
	Configuration

	A
	I
	5
	2
	C-5-C

	B
	I
	5
	3
	C-5-CC

	C
	I
	10
	4
	C-10-CCC

	D
	IV
	5
	2
	C-5-C

	E
	IV
	10
	3
	C-10-CC

	F
	IV
	15
	4
	CC-15-CC

	G
	IV
	20
	3
	CC-20-C

	H
	IV
	25
	4
	CC-25-CC


RAN WG4 is currently working on studying the feasibility of non contiguous carrier aggregation scenarios. RAN WG4 is also discussing which framework is the best suited for the definition of the UE core requirements. In particular, two possible approaches are under discussion, the first being a scenario driven approach [4], the second being a more generic approach [5-6]. 
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