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5.4.2
Canada

Figure 5.4.2-1 shows the Canadian band plan for the band 3400 MHz to 3650 MHz. Spectrum is assigned in blocks of 25 MHz continuously. The band is limited to fixed wireless access systems and in 3400 to 3450 MHz grandfathered operations are deployed. In addition, the band has been extended from 3650 to 3700 MHz and harmonized with the US for Wireless Broadband Service (WBS) 
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Figure 5.4.2-1: Band plan for Canada for 3400 MHz to 3700 MHz

5.5
Conclusion on frequency band arrangements

5.5.1
Summary of regional band plans

The frequency band arrangements were studied and reported above for the following regions:

●
Europe: The harmonised conditions determined by ECC and in the EU decision for BWA use in the bands are summarized in subclause 5.1. In addition, the local band plans applied in UK, Germany, France and Austria for the band 3.4-3.6 GHz is documented.

●
Japan: The present use of the band 3.4-4.2 GHz is reported in subclause 5.2. The band will be made available for terrestrial mobile services such as IMT, but there is currently no band plan.

●
Latin America: The situation in Mexico, Peru and Argentina is documented in subclause 5.3. Many of the bands are used for BWA services.

●
North America: The situation in US and Canada is documented in subclause 5.4. Canada has band plans for FWA in 225 MHz of spectrum with the upper 50 MHz ((3650 – 3700 MHz) designated for Wireless Broadband Services which is capable of supporting mobile applications as well. Only 50 MHz is available for terrestrial mobile services in the US.

Some observations can be made of the studies above. Looking first at Europe, it can be noted that all countries studied except UK have paired band plans in use today that are aligned with the ECC decision [7] and the band plans given in the ECC recommendation [8]. The ECC plan is based on pairing of the bands 3.4-3.6 GHz and 3.6-3.8 GHz as shown in Figure 5.5-1, with use of the spectrum for either FDD or TDD. For FDD, the uplink-downlink duplex frequency separation is 100 MHz. There is no given duplex band gap for the FDD arrangement in this proposal. There is a need to find solution for this further during the work by e.g. half-duplex operation or flexible arrangements on national basis.
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Figure 5.5.1-1FDD and TDD band plan in 3.4-3.6 GHz and 3.6-3.8 GHz.

For Latin America, it can be noted that the plans for Mexico and Peru are very similar to the European allocations. They have a 100 MHz uplink-downlink separation and fit within the plan in Figure 5.5-1. Some blocks in Argentina also have 100 MHz uplink-downlink spacing, while others have 50 MHz.

The North American plans differ from the European and Latin American, especially for the US.  In Canada, it remains to be seen   if paired spectrum, unpaired spectrum, or any combination would be made available in future for mobile services within 3400-3800 MHz and/or harmonized with European band plans.  
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