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Dear Mr. Nakamura,

ECC PT1 would like to thank 3GPP RAN_4 for its Liaison Statement on the status of work on UMTS/LTE in the 3500 MHz band (R4-105035).

At its last meeting, ECC PT1 agreed that the objective of the harmonised frequency arrangement in the 3400-3600 MHz and 3600-3800 MHz band under development is intended to enable high data rate IMT services supported by larger channel bandwidths.

ECC PT1 made some progress on the development of a draft ECC Decision on harmonized frequency arrangements for IMT systems operating in the bands 3400-3600 MHz and 3600-3800 MHz. Discussions showed that in the lower sub-band 3400-3600 MHz there is a slight preference for one band plan, but that the benefits of different duplex methods should also be investigated further. In the upper sub-band 3600-3800 MHz it appears that TDD operations would be favoured.

ECC PT1 decided to do further studies to support the finalisation of frequency arrangements for 3400-3600 MHz and 3600-3800 MHz frequency bands and aims to take a final decision at its May 2011 meeting(10-12th).

ECC PT1 would welcome any additional technical information from 3GPP RAN_4 regarding the work on unpaired arrangement (such as detailed technical information on guard bands between operators in the case of unsynchronised networks) and on the paired arrangement in the 3400-3600 MHz band (especially on the size of the duplex gap for both half-duplex and full-duplex FDD) since this information could facilitate the decision-making process within ECC PT1.

ECC-PT1 would be grateful to receive a response from 3GPP RAN_4 before its next meeting.

Best regards,

Didier Chauveau
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