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1 Introduction
A TP to add the Agilent two-stage MIMO OTA test method to TR 25.abs v0.0.2 is provided below.
6
Methodologies based on Anechoic RF Chamber
 An OTA method based on the use of an Anechoic RF Chamber is described consisting of a number of test antenna probes located in the chamber transmitting signals with temporal and spatial characteristics for testing multiple antenna devices.
This section describes the methodologies based on Anechoic RF Chamber, where a number of test antennas are located in different positions of the chamber, and the device under test (DUT) is located at center position. The DUT is tested over the air without RF cables.

6.1
Candidate Solution 1

 An Anechoic Chamber technique is defined, consisting of a number of source elements surrounding the DUT to create a realistic geometric based spatio-temporal radio channel for testing MIMO performance.  This is illustrated in Figure 6.1-1.

By utilizing specific geometries of the test probes in the chamber, a range of possible channels are emulated.  The exact number and positioning of the source antenna probes will be fixed in a final design; however they may be optimized for the best performance when the OTA channel models are defined.  In other words, depending on the types of channel models required and the range of parameters needed for testing, the number of probes may be optimized to produce the best performance with the fewest number of probes.  For example, based on the range of channels defined by the SCM, SCME, Winner I & II channel models, the optimized number of probes may vary from 6 to 8 for a given polarization.  In general, the most flexible configurations require the higher number of probes. 

Azimuth spread is created by energizing sets of probes separated in azimuth with signals that will combine over the air at a specific delay to emulate a path or cluster.  Elevation spread may be created by installing probes at different elevations, however doing this tends to constrain their flexibility.
The components of the solution include:  

· Anechoic Chamber 

· System Simulator (SS) 

· N channel RF emulator, with OTA Channel Generation Features 

· N antenna elements configured with V, H or co-located V&H or slant X polarizations

· K azimuthally separated antenna positions with predefined angles at radius R

· Channel Model definition for each test case
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Figure 6.1-1: N-Element Anechoic Chamber Approach (Absorbing tiles and cabling not shown)
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Figure 6.1-2: OTA System Level Block Diagram

A system level block diagram is shown in Figure 6.1-2, which includes the SS to generate the M branch MIMO signal, and an RF Channel Emulator with an OTA Channel Generation Feature to properly correlate, fade, scale, delay, and distribute the signal to each test probe in the chamber. 

For research purposes, a range of possible channel models and parameterizations will be used to specify the most generic and versatile antenna test probe configuration.  For performance and conformance testing, the channel model is expected to be limited in scope or simplified, which may allow an optimized design to reduce the number of test probes required.  Thus the number of test probes will be selected to best meet the requirements of the test so that the most efficient and economical design can be achieved.
6.1.1
Concept and Configuration
6.1.1.1
Emulating Spatial Channels
Spatial channel models, including SCM, SCME, Winner I & II, and ITU-A, were developed from measured data, and attempt to preserve the measured behavior of the channel at the path (cluster) level, including spatial, temporal, polarization, and delay characteristics.  [3] described a technique for reproducing the spatial characteristics of a narrow angle spread signal with a reduced number of antenna probes.  This technique uses pre-faded signals at each probe wherein the power-adjusted signals from the multiple probes, i.e. typically 2-4, are combined over the air to produce an accurate narrow angle spread representation of the signal for each delay.  This technique is also shown in [4] to maintain its close match to an ideal narrow angle spread signal even for severe antenna variations.

The spacing of the antenna probes in the chamber are constrained by the range of angle spreads being emulated, and therefore the channel model is a key determining factor in optimizing an OTA chamber design.  For the angle spreads defined by SCM, SCME, Winner I & II, and the ITU-A channel models, the number of probes may vary from 6 to 8 for a given polarization.  In general, the most flexible configurations will tend to require the higher number of probes.
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Figure 6.1.1.1-1: Angle Separation between Adjacent Test Probes
The probe separation angle, ( used in the Chamber design, shown in Figure 6.1.1.1-1, will be defined in conjunction with the channel models as described below.  In general, the angles will not be exact even integer fractions of pi, to avoid symmetries.  i.e. exact symmetry will produce convergence problems due to correlated Doppler, e.g.  
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6.1.1.2
Joint Selection of a Channel Model and a Chamber Design
Since link modeling is usually associated with a single “drop” or single “channel realization” from the channel model, a few specific channel realizations will need to be specified and standardized for evaluation purposes.  From a testing standpoint, only a few channel realizations will be measured in an OTA performance/conformance system, and therefore these channels may be chosen to align with probe locations within an optimized chamber design.  

Specifically, since the chamber layout has probes at specific angles, and since most spatial channel models draw channel AoAs randomly from specified distributions, it is reasonable that specific AoAs are chosen to align with the chamber layout for these few test channels.  

For research purposes, a more generic OTA chamber design is possible, but generally at the cost of having the maximum number of probes.  Also, there is a trade-off in modeling signals with arbitrary AoA while controlling the signals Angle Spread at the same time.  By selecting specific AoAs within a valid channel realization, a more precise AS can be obtained.  Thus performance of the OTA design is closely tied to the channel modeling assumptions used, and can be specified more completely when the channel model and it’s associated parameters are specified.
6.1.2
Test Conditions

For performance and conformance testing purposes, only a small number of channel realizations is practical due to the complex and time consuming nature of the OTA measurements.  Based on this, it is reasonable to define a range of conditions for testing that can be represented in 2-3 channel realizations.  It is anticipated that these channel realizations would represent a Low, Medium, and High correlation cases, which generally align to the ability of the channel to support MIMO operation. 

These channels may also be used to optimize the design and layout of the chamber to reduce the number of probes and achieve the most efficient and cost effective design.
6.2
Candidate Solution 2

The MIMO OTA test setup is composed of a number of OTA chamber antennas, a multidimensional fading emulator, an anechoic chamber, communication tester / BS emulator and a device under test (DUT). The following figure depicts an example of the OTA concept. The purpose of the figure is not to restrict the implementation, but rather to clarify the general idea of the MIMO OTA concept. For simplicity, uplink cabling is not drawn here.
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Figure 6.2-1: Example of MIMO/Multiantenna OTA test setup (Uplink signal path omitted in the figure)
The DUT is located at center of the anechoic chamber. The idea of locating DUT into center provides a possibility to create a radio channel environment where the signal can arrive from various possible directions simultaneously to the DUT. This is the key aspect of the wideband MIMO radio channel models implemented today. 

The proposed test setup is composed of a transmitter, a multidimensional radio channel emulator, an anechoic chamber equipped with OTA antennas and a DUT with multiple antennas. The crucial challenge is to generate realistic angular and polarization behavior within the anechoic chamber. The family of geometry-based stochastic channel models (GSCM) is well suitable for MIMO OTA testing. The GSCM include 3GPP SCM, SCME, WINNER and IMT-Advanced channel models. This angular and polarization behavior creates appropriate correlation at the DUT antennas. The correlation is defined implicitly via the per-path angle of arrival and real antennas. Correlation matrix based model is not suitable for this, because it includes the antenna information in the model itself.

Geometry based channel modeling methodology models BS and UE antenna arrays and the propagation between them (including angular power spectra). The parameters that are included are Doppler, Angle of Arrival, Angle of Departure, delay and polarization. The parameters are based mainly on measurements. The measurements define certain statistics and radio channel realizations are then created by these statistical properties.

The geometrical models are divided in to three parts:

1) BS antenna arrangement and the angular power spectrum as well as the AoD from the BS are modeled in the channel emulator.

AoA is created by dividing the appropriate clusters based on their original AoA to corresponding OTA antennas. The user terminal is not physically in a motion, thus the fading and Doppler spectrum are built in the channel model.

The angular power spectrum at DUT is created by radiating the signal from multiple OTA antennas. 

UE (DUT) antenna characteristics are assumed unknown. In other words we do not use this information in the OTA modeling.

6.2.1
Concept and Configuration

The idea of the MIMO OTA modelling is that the geometric channel models are mapped into the fading emulator. The mapping process covers all the required mathematics when converting the traditional geometric channel model to fading emulator tap coefficients as well as the calibration. The modeling process is shown in Figure 2.
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Figure 6.2.1-1: Modelling process
The setup of OTA chamber antennas with eight antenna elements is depicted in Figure 6.2.1-2. DUT is at center and the antennas are on a circle around DUT with uniform spacing (e.g. 45( with 8 elements). Let us denote directions of K OTA antennas with (k, k = 1, …, K, and antenna spacing in the angle domain with ((. Each antenna is connected to a single fading emulator output port. If single antenna BS is considered the fading emulator configuration is 1x8 SIMO, with two BS antennas 2x8 MIMO etc. If dual polarized OTA antennas are used like in Figure 6.2.1-3 the fading emulator configuration will be with 1 BS antenna 1x16 SIMO, with two BS antennas 2x16 MIMO etc. In the figure for example antenna A1V denotes the first OTA antenna position and vertically (V) polarized element, A8H denotes the eight OTA antenna position and horizontally (H) polarized element, etc.
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Figure 6.2.1-2: OTA chamber antenna setup with eight uniformly spaced chamber antennas
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Figure 6.2.1-3: OTA chamber antenna setup with eight uniformly spaced dual polarized chamber antennas. In the drawing the V-polarized elements are actually orthogonal to the paper (azimuth plane)
6.2.2
Test Conditions
This candidate solution supports testing of different figure of merits. It is also applicable for any 3GPP Release, and even for other standards. It supports different channel models from SCM to IMT-Advanced. Due to its generality, it does not restrict the test conditions. However, for simplicity, it is good to start from downlink throughput testing.

The downlink throughput testing can be done e.g. in following manner.

BS transmits signal through a radio channel emulator. This signal is routed to several antennas in anechoic chamber. The DUT is placed at center of the chamber and the performance is measured from the DUT.
· OTA antennas are located symmetrically around the DUT antennas.

· The number of OTA antennas is ( 8

· For dual polarized case the number of OTA antennas is (16 

· The circular geometry is needed because we need signal from many directions at the same time (requirement from the channel models)
The test steps can be, e.g., according to [5] or as follows:
1) Calibrate the full system with a test signal.

2) Set the first test case (e.g. channel model) to the fading emulator.

3) Generate test signal by the communication tester / BS emulator. 

4) Measure the DUT performance (downlink throughput). 

5) If the performance exceeds the specified limit, the DUT passes the test case.

6) If all test cases done, go to step 7. Otherwise, set the next test case (e.g. channel model) to the fading emulator and go back to step 3.

7) If DUT passed all the test cases, the DUT passes the full MIMO OTA test. 

8) If DUT failed in at least one test case, the DUT failed the full MIMO OTA test.
6.3
Candidate Solution 3

The principle of two stage MIMO OTA method is based on the assumption that the far-field antenna radiation pattern will contain all the necessary information for evaluation the antenna’s performance like radiation power, efficiency and correlation and that with channel model approaches, the influence of antenna radiation pattern can be correctly incorporated into the channel model. The method will thus first measurement the MIMO antenna patterns and then incorporate the measurement antenna patterns with chosen MIMO OTA channel models real-time emulation. The BTS and DUT can then be connected to the real-time channel emulator through the standard temporary antenna connectors to do the test on throughput etc to test how the MIMO antennas will influence the performance.

6.2.2
Concept and configuration
The assumption of the two-stage MIMO OTA method is that the measured far field antenna pattern of the multiple antennas can fully capture the mutual coupling of the multiple antenna arrays and their influence. Thus to do the two-stage MIMO OTA test, the antenna patterns of the antenna array needs to be measured accurately in the first stage.

Stage 1: Test multiple antennas system in a traditional anechoic chamber. For the MIMO antenna pattern measurement, most of the test configurations are the same as that in Annex A of COST2100 TD (09)856. The DUT is placed against a SAM phantom, and the characteristics of the SAM phantom are specified in Annex A.1 of COST2100 TD (09)856. The chamber is equipped with a positioner, which makes it possible to perform full 3-D far zone pattern measurements for both Tx and Rx radiated performance. The measurement antenna should be able to measure two orthogonal polarizations (typically linear theta (() and phi (() polarizations as shown in figure 1). 
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Fig.1: The coordinate system used in the measurements
Stage 2: Combine the antenna patterns measured in stage 1 into MIMO channel model, emulate the MIMO channel model with the measured antenna patterns incorporated in the channel emulator and perform the OTA test in conducted approach. There are two different approaches to combine the antenna patterns with MIMO channel model.

a) Apply antenna patterns to Ray-based channel models. Ray-based models are capable to support arbitrary antenna patterns under predefined channel modes in a natural way as described above. If Ray-based model like SCM model is specified to be used for MIMO OTA test, then the channel emulator needs to be able to support SCM channel model emulation and support loading measured antenna patterns.

b) Apply antenna patterns to correlation-based channel models. MIMO channel model. With a correlation matrix calculation method for arbitrary antenna patterns under multipath channel conditions, the correlation matrix and the antenna imbalance can be calculated and then emulated by the channel emulator. 

c) The MIMO OTA method based on the above mentioned two-stage method is illustrated in Fig.2. This method can be used to measure the following figure of merit: 

1) the throughput 

2) TRP and TRS 

3)CQI, BLER 

4) antenna efficiency and MEG 

5)antenna correlation, MIMO channel capacity.
The coupling between the UE antenna and internal spurious emission of the UE might be characterized during the antenna pattern measurement stage inside the chamber by lowering down the signal power and is for further research.
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Fig.2: Proposed two-stage test methodology for MIMO OTA test
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