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Introduction

This document describes the latest band plan of 1.5GHz for UMTS and LTE in Japan.

Status in Japan

The work item for UMTS1500 in Japan which corresponds to Band XI (UL: 1427.9 – 1452.9 MHz / DL: 1475.9 – 1500.9 MHz) had been completed in September 2007 [1]. The UMTS commercial services for this band have not been launched yet. Meanwhile the study on the technical conditions for LTE has been conducted by the Telecommunications Council of Japan which includes co-existence studies with the following existing technologies: Radio astronomy systems and Mobile satellite communications service [2] [3] [4]. Based on the study outcomes, MIC (Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications) elaborated draft guidelines for establishment of specified base stations for the introduction of the 3.9-generation mobile communications system [5] [6] and consulted with the Radio Regulatory Council about the guideline. The Council endorsed the guideline [7] which contains the frequency re-arrangement plan for the 1.5 GHz band as shown in Fig. 1. The band plan is constituted from three component sub-bands.
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· Block A: UL: 1427.9 – 1437.9 MHz / DL:1475.9 – 1485.9 MHz
· Block B: UL: 1437.9 – 1447.9 MHz / DL:1485.9 – 1495.9 MHz
· Block C: UL: 1447.9 – 1462.9 MHz / DL:1495.9 – 1510.9 MHz 
Note1: In some certain regions in Japan, 1503.35MHz – 1510.9MHz will not be feasible for IMT-2000 systems until the end of March 2014.
Fig. 1: Frequency re-arrangement plan for 1.5GHz bands in Japan
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