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Introduction.
At the November 2008 meeting of RAN WG4, a band plan was proposed for UTRA and LTE FDD equipment operating in the 3500 MHz band [1].

This FDD pairing is incompatible with spectrum allocations for several countries in Europe; including the United Kingdom, Italy, Ireland, Norway and Belgium.
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Figure 1 - Summary table from t-doc R4-082954 [1], plus allocations for the United Kingdom and Ireland.  {sourced data from ECC PT1(08)074R1 [2]}.
In the United Kingdom only 2 * 20 MHz of spectrum is available for broadband wireless access services using the 3.4 ~ 3.6 GHz band. If the proposed FDD pairing in R4-082954 were to be adopted it would further reduce the spectrum available to only 2 * 14 MHz.
FDD pairing proposed in R4-082954.
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Figure 2- In-efficient use of BWA spectrum allocation.
This would limit the opportunities for LTE & UTRA FDD technologies in the United Kingdom, Italy, Ireland, Norway and Belgium.
Proposal.
The 3500 MHz LTE / UTRA, FDD pairing should be technology neutral, permitting operators to deploy either FDD or TDD technologies in the range of 3410 MHz to 3600 MHz. This should be based on 2 * 90 MHz uplink downlink blocks with a 10 MHz duplex band gap as shown in Figure 3.
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Figure 3 - Proposed FDD pairing.
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Annex – A.

3500 MHz spectrum allocation in Ireland.
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Figure 1: Overall channel plan for the 3.4 GHz - 3.8 GHz frequency band.




