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RAN2 would like to thank RAN4 for their LS on “RAT neighbour cell considerations” received in R2-072998 (R4-071129). RAN2 discussed the working assumptions of RAN4, more specifically the working assumption that the E-UTRAN cell provides unique cell characteristics like carrier frequency, mode and scrambling code for UMTS cells.

During the discussion the impact on legacy systems mentioned was questioned. RAN2 did not understand this statement as the interworking direction from E-UTRAN to UTRAN was mentioned here and impact would thus be on E-UTRAN only. 

Furthermore it was pointed out in RAN2 that for GERAN to UMTS cell reselection the GERAN standard (TS 44.018) allows two options to configure cell reselection from GERAN to UMTS:

1. Indication of unique neighbour cells by indication of carrier frequency, mode and scrambling code

2. Indication of the UMTS carrier frequency only (“blind search”).

It was mentioned that the second option is also used in commercial GERAN networks today without significantly lower performance than the first, hence RAN2 asks RAN4 to also consider the feasibility of adding the “blind search” option as it also minimises the BCH load. RAN2 also like to understand if similar cell reselection performance requirements for E-UTRAN to WCDMA exist as for GERAN to WCDMA ?

Finally RAN2 would appreciate further information on the performance implication RAN4 is still working on.

Actions

To RAN4: RAN2 would kindly like to ask RAN4:

· Please explain what is meant by "impact on legacy systems" 

· Clarify if the basic "UTRAN carrier provided" solution is commonly used in GERAN. If that is the case, please explain why this method is judged to be insufficient for UEs camping on LTE 

· keep RAN2 informed about the outcome of the studies related to inter-RAT interworking and the performance implications of different solutions.
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