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Introduction
The operator contribution to the RAN4 meeting in Seoul [1] was an essential input on the issue of what frequency bands are most important for LTE deployment and what operating bandwidth that is of interest. It is important to continue that discussion, since it for several reasons is desirable to limit the scope of initial LTE standardisation in terms of frequency band/bandwidth combinations. A limited set of combinations will make the standardisation effort easier, but it will also assist both operators and vendors in their planning, deployment and development efforts. RAN4 therefore needs to agree on a priority order for frequency band/bandwidth combinations.
Discussion

The first bands and bandwidths will take the longest time to specify. Additional bands can more easily be added later if the structure of the specification is suited for multiple bands from the start. The first set of bands to include should cover all aspects of the standard in terms of bandwidths and requirement variations.

When identifying the frequency bands that are first candidates for LTE, we can thereby identify several criteria that are of interest. The list below is not complete and some items are exclusive, while some can be combined:
1. It should be possible to implement a 2x20 MHz LTE system in at least a part of one identified band. This is a prerequisite to meet the LTE requirements of TR 25.913 [2].
2. One band should be included that requires less than 2x5 MHz, as this is also an LTE requirements in TR 25.913 [2].

3. Since LTE and UTRA performance are expected to be similar in 5 MHz according to the RAN1 evaluation, we should include a higher bandwidth than 2x5 MHz (but less than 2x20 MHz) for some band(s).

4. Some band(s) included should not be widely deployed with UMTS, GSM or other systems today or in the near future, since that will make it difficult to introduce LTE with a significant bandwidth (2x10 MHz or more). “New” bands opening up for deployment in the 2007-2010 time frame are preferred from this perspective.

5. At least one TDD band should be included.
Conclusion
A careful selection of the frequency band/bandwidth combination to put in the first version of the LTE standard will ease the work and ensure that additional bands can be quickly added afterwards. The RAN4 work needs to be prioritized accordingly. 
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