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1. Overall Description:

At the RAN2 meeting #48bis, RAN2 had a discussion on the inter-band mobility and the potential inter-RAT mobility problems caused by overlapping UARFCN allocations for different UTRA frequency bands, previously liaised with RAN4 and GERAN2 in document R2-052238 (from RAN2 meeting #48). RAN2 also received a liaison statement (G2-050476; to: RAN2, RAN4) in reply from GERAN2 on the subject.

The availability of free UARFCN range for new (and reallocated) UTRA frequency bands was investigated, see document R2-052391 (attached). It was concluded that, from a RAN2 perspective, the preferable way forward would be to resolve the existing UARFCN conflicts, as far as possible, by reallocating the UARFCN range of those frequency bands (i.e., Band III and Band IV) where the commercial deployment has not yet started, but there is a UARFCN conflict with another UTRA frequency band. The exception is the overlapping UARFCN ranges of Band V and Band VI, where a separate solution was approved at the TSG RAN meeting #29.

It is the opinion of RAN2 that there is sufficient free UARFCN range for the UARFCN reallocation of Band III and Band IV, and also to cater for the allocation of non-overlapping UARFCN ranges for any new UTRA band within foreseeable time in the future. In fact, the current frequency bands uses less than 1/5 of the totally available UARFCN range. More than 4/5 is free and available for future and non-overlapping UARFCN allocations.

The recommendation from RAN2 to RAN4 is thus to confirm that Band III and Band IV are not yet commercially deployed and, provided that is true, to reallocate the UARFCN ranges for those two frequency bands, thereby avoiding overlapping with UARFCN ranges of other frequency bands. Any new frequency band that is defined in the future should be given a non-overlapping UARFCN allocation versus the previously existing frequency bands. 

Following that recommendation, it is the RAN2 opinion that the existing inter-band mobility and potential inter-RAT inter-working problems, caused by the overlapping UARFCN allocations today, can be resolved.

2. Actions:

To RAN4 group.

ACTION:
RAN2 kindly asks RAN4 to take note of the recommendation from RAN2.
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