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1. Introduction

During offline discussion related to the process how RAN4 should start concerning the work on LTE, different interpretations of the agreement achieved in the last meeting became obvious. This document proposes a method of work in RAN4 on LTE and clarifies the Siemens understanding of the agreement on the work in LTE from the last meeting.

2. Proposal

In the report of the last meeting the following statement can be found concerning the proposed method for RAN4 to work on LTE.

Concerning the proposals in Ericsson's document, it is agreed to have a 25.8xx series that will compile the assumptions and decisions of the group. If new scenarios are approved into this document, they can be moved into a 25.9xx series later.

It is agreed also to create a new set of specifications for the new air interface. This has the advantage that the group can start working immediately in the drafts, without the need for CRs.

According our understanding it was agreed in the last meeting to start the work on LTE with a RAN4 internal technical report (25.8xx series). Furthermore it is believed that this report should capture all key aspects RAN4 addresses, means UE requirements, BS requirements, RRM requirements and RF system scenarios, each aspect addressed with a specification like structure. Giving the experience RAN4 had in the past [1] it should be noted that a single report covering all these aspects is rather not convenient.  To improve readability it is proposed to consider whether it is also appropriate to have one technical report addressing overall aspects on the work in LTE and further guiding to separate documents/technical reports covering the individual aspects raised above, i.e. UE requirements, BS requirements, RF system scenarios, and RRM. 

Concerning the structure of the technical reports, it is believed that the Rel-7 specification used by RAN4 provide a good outline and structure concerning key aspects, which need to be addressed in the corresponding areas.

Concerning the content of the technical report, it is proposed to start with an “empty” document. For each of the technical reports accompanying documents assessing the current specification and identifying useful information for the work on LTE should be performed. The document should give a clear motivation and justification for the content to be included into the technical report. 

In the beginning, the analysis of regulatory requirements and their transfer into corresponding UE and BS requirements is an important aspect. Furthermore other technology independent requirements should be assessed. In the field of RRM requirements obviously necessary for E-UTRA to UTRA inter-working should be identified and placed into the appropriate place for the work on LTE. In addition some content of the UE technical report may be based on the underlying assumption of multi-mode support to reflect its inter-action.

However, all content to be included in these technical report should be included based on the usual procedure reflecting that any content needs to be agreed by the group first prior placing in the report.

Furthermore RAN4 agreed to create a separate set of specifications for LTE. However, it is believed that currently at the beginning of the study item the creation of parallel specifications besides the technical reports is not appropriate; furthermore it is believed that this would cause a high overhead for alignment work between technical report and draft specifications. One should also bear in mind that specification drafting rules may set limitations for re-structuring once a technical specification has been created.

Once the SI on E-UTRA is close to finalisation and all key aspects in the above mentioned areas where assessed it is proposed to transfer the content the technical reports on UE requirements, BS requirements, RRM requirements and RF system scenarios into corresponding technical specifications, and in case of RF system scenarios into an official technical report. This approach would also allow to structure the technical specifications in an appropriate way.

3. Conclusion

It is proposed to consider the above outlined way for RAN4 to progress the work on LTE
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