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5.1.1
Introduction

Soft handover is a function in which the UE is connected to several UTRAN access points at the same time. Addition and/or release of radio links are controlled by the ACTIVE SET UPDATE procedure.

The soft handover function includes a measurement phase, a decision algorithm in UTRAN and the ACTIVE SET UPDATE procedure.

5.1.2
Requirements

5.1.2.1
Active set dimension

The UE shall be capable of supporting at least 6 radio links in the active set.   The UE and UTRAN/Node B shall be capable of supporting 1 Serving E-DCH radio link and 2 Non-serving E-DCH radio links
As described in TS 25.211, the UE may be informed by UTRAN that for one or more links in the active set neither S‑CPICH or P-CPICH is available as phase reference and the UE shall thus use the Dedicated Pilot as phase reference. The UE shall then support at least 6 radio links in the active set, out of which up to 4 radio links are such that the Dedicated Pilot shall be used as a phase reference
5.1.2.2
Active set update delay

The active set update delay is defined as the time from when the UE has received the ACTIVE SET UPDATE message from UTRAN, or at the time stated through the activation time when to perform the active set update, to the time when the UE successfully uses the set of radio links stated in that message for power control. 

The active set update delay is depending on the number of known cells referred to in the ACTIVE SET UPDATE message. A cell is known if it has been measured by the UE during the last 5 seconds and the SFN of the cell has been decoded by the UE.

And the phase reference is the primary CPICH.

The active set update delay shall be less than 50+10*KC+100*OC ms, where


KC is the number of known cells in the active set update message.


OC is the number of cells that are not known in the active set update message.

If the UE have radio links in the active set that it can not use for data detection (due to low signal level), the UE shall at least every 150 ms search for the radio link 

5.1.2.3
Interruption Time

The UE shall not interrupt the data flow when adding, changing or removing radio links to the active set.
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