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1 Introduction
At the 15th meeting (September 2004) of ECC PT1, a draft decision on the harmonized use of the spectrum band 2500 – 2690MHz for IMT2000/UMTS was completed [1]. This decision defined paired bands for FDD (internal) operation and an unpaired band for use with either TDD or FDD (external) downlink. Guard bands between the upper and lower (internal) paired bands and the central unpaired band were not specified, however the liaison statement [2] presented to the last RAN plenary expressed a desire to minimize the total amount of spectrum (if any) to be used as guard bands.

2 RAN 4 WI on UMTS 2600MHz

In the liaison statement [2] circulated at RAN#25, ECC PT1 requested that RAN start development of the specifications for UTRA operating in this band. At the same meeting a WI proposal [3] was also tabled and approved in principle, however RAN4 was tasked to review the ECC decision, LS and WI description sheet and revise it if necessary [4].
It is clear from reviewing the WI description that the proposed WI in its current form does not address the use of the central unpaired band either for use TDD or FDD (external), therefore any specification work in this area will not adequately address the specific ECC PT1 request to study the guard bands that may be required when all threes spectrum blocks are used in the same geographic area.
In order to correctly address the request from ECC PT1, it is necessary to revise the scope of the work item description to include studies on the central band and recommendations on any guard bands. A revised work item description is included as R4-040715.
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