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1. Introduction

At RAN WG4#28 the necessity of Annex H (UTRAN measurement test cases) in TS25.141 was questioned, in particular whether Annex H should be completed or deleted. This contribution discusses the justification for the UTRAN measurement test cases covered by this annex and options for further consideration.

2. Discussion

Annex H of TS 25.141 specifies test specific parameters for some of the UTRAN physical layer measurements.

These measurements are defined in TS 25.215 [1].  Corresponding accuracies and mappings are specified in TS 25.133 [2]. 

From systems point of view it is essential to ensure that the physical layer measurements provided by the Node B to the RNC fulfil the specified accuracies and mappings, especially in multi-vendor systems the radio network algorithms may not work properly otherwise.  Annex H was created in order to support this by providing test-like descriptions for consistent interpretation of the requirements (see [3], [4] and [5]). It should also be noted here that only a sub-set of the above mentioned measurements is covered by this Annex H so far. This means that most of the UTRAN layer 1 measurements are not covered by any kind of test description and therefore open for possible misinterpretation. UTRAN measurements are not part of mandatory conformance tests so the status of the annex is “informative” It is recommended to keep and complete these test descriptions in Annex H.

Because the status of the annex is “informative” a conformance test specification seems not to be the right place for such test-like descriptions. As an example, the UE measurement requirements are captured in a similar annex (mandatory) included in TS25.133 [2].

3. Conclusion and way forward

It is desired to have at least a basic description for testing UTRAN layer 1 measurements in order to avoid misinterpretation and as guidance for consistent testing. Annex H in TS25.141 was created for this purpose and shall remain in the specification and open for completion. 

An alternative way forward is to move the existing Annex H from TS25.141 to TS25.133. The benefit of this is keeping the definition of accuracy and mapping of the measurement as well as additional information how to interpret these requirements (in terms of describing the test procedure and side conditions) in the same specification.
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