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TSG-RAN WG4 would like to thank WG1 for their LS [3] and their information regarding the improved uplink power control at power control limits. WG4 discussed the issue during their meeting #15 in Boston and would like to answer the questions as indicated below:

1. Does RAN WG4 see any possible impact on the radio resource management  if the UE behaviour at power control limits is replaced by the one described in [1] since this would imply that in some cases a Release 99 RNC is not  aware of the UE (beyond Release 99) behaviour in terms of power control at power limits?

RAN WG4 does not see any problems due to a potential impact on the radio resource management if a R4 (or higher) UE makes usage of the improved uplink power control at power control limits in a R99 network. WG4 would therefore suggest to use it in both R99 and R4 (and higher) networks. As a consequence, WG4 does not see a necessity to signal the version used in the network to the UE in order to select or deselect the improved uplink power control.

2. Does RAN WG4 have some release 99 performance requirements related to UE behaviour at power control limits? Would RAN WG4 consider tightening these requirements in release 4 considering the fact that with the proposal in [2], UE link level performance are improved?

WG4 does already have detailed requirements on the output power dynamics ([4] Chapter 6.4 ), both at the limits and in between. No additional requirements for the power control operation at power limits do exist or are anticipated, neither for the already existing nor the proposed specified behaviour at power control limits.
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