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RAN WG 4 noticed that section 8.4 “Measurement Procedures” of 25.331 Version 3.5.0 states: 

“Cells, which belong to the active set. User information is sent from all these cells and they are simultaneously demodulated and coherently combined. In FDD, these cells are involved in soft handover. In TDD the active set always comprises of one cell only.”

RAN WG 4 would like to inform RAN WG 2 that according to RAN WG 4’s understanding, it is not the mandate of RAN WG 2 to describe this sort of physical layer behaviour. Actually for the referred case, it is up to the UE implementation to optimise the radio performance in soft handover by selecting the appropriate cells out of the active set and the appropriate user information bearing signals received from these selected cells that should be demodulated and coherently combined. Beside demodulation relevant behaviour, there are also other required physical layer procedures, like TPC reaction, that would be relevant in soft handover. 

In general, RAN WG 4 would like to ask RAN WG 2 not to describe such physical layer behaviour definitions in their specifications.

RAN WG 4 would like to ask RAN WG 2 to change the wording in 25.331, section 8.4, accordingly. The following is an example of how this could be accomplished:

“Cells, which belong to the active set. User information is sent from all these cells.  In FDD, the cells in the active set are involved in soft handover. For detailed description of physical layer behaviour in soft handover see the relevant specifications in RAN WG 1 and RAN WG 4. In TDD, the active set always comprises of one cell only.” 

RAN WG 4 would like to ask RAN WG 2 to check their specifications for other occurrences of definitions containing descriptions of physical layer behaviour. If so, RAN WG 4 would like to ask RAN WG 2 to replace such descriptions which references to relevant physical layer specifications of RAN WG 1 and performance specifications of RAN WG 4.  

An update on actions taken by RAN WG 2 in this context is appreciated.

























