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___________________________________________________________________

The chairman of RAN WG4 has agreed to setting up a Test Equipment manufacturer’s ad hoc - to be called TEM.

Purpose of the TEM ad hoc

The primary purpose of the TEM ad hoc is to progress the specification of accuracy requirements for Test Equipment sufficient for W-CDMA BTS and UE testing as specified in 25.141, 25.142, 34.121 & 34.122.

The current debate in RAN WG4 on handling of measurement uncertainty has increased the pressure to make decisions on uncertainty issues, whilst also complicating the discussions. This has defocused attention from the task of deciding what the Test Equipment industry is actually capable of delivering given realistic cost and time constraints. The dedicated forum of TEM will provide the focus to progress the specification of Test Equipment uncertainty - without getting involved in wider issues such as the handling of uncertainty.

Scope of the TEM ad hoc

The delegates of the TEM ad hoc are primarily from companies with direct influence over the specifications of Test Equipment. The perspective that the ad hoc can provide will be what the Test Equipment industry is capable of delivering. The performance that users of test equipment would like to have will not be of immediate concern unless or until a significant disconnect is established.

TEM will consider what aspects of Test Equipment need to be specified to ensure reliable testing of W-CDMA equipment. This will include reviewing current specifications for correctness and completeness, and may extend if necessary to test equipment operating ranges, environmental conditions and verification procedures.

If issues beyond the scope of the ad hoc are seen to be affecting the specification of test equipment uncertainty, the ad hoc will offer any consensus view of the test equipment industry to RAN WG4 and T1/RF.

The ad hoc does not have any decision-making powers, but will present its recommendation on achievable test equipment uncertainties to RAN WG4 and T1/RF for final discussion and approval.

The ad hoc may approach other industry bodies for help if this is seen to advance the work, e.g. help on verification procedures, environmental ranges etc.

One meeting of the ad hoc has been held and a second is planned. Decisions on the need for any further meetings will be taken later.

Issues outside the scope of the TEM ad hoc

· Initially, system aspects of uncertainty will not be considered. However, once test equipment uncertainties have been established, the TEM ad hoc is in a strong position to recommend how to proceed should RAN WG4 decide to extend the current limited definition of uncertainty.

· Handling of uncertainty – e.g. shared risk V.S. consumer risk is outside the scope. In general, this issue requires much broader participation, although the ad hoc may comment if the handling issue impacts the work in hand.

