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1. Introduction

Due to approaching the functional freeze of Rel.18, there were several CRs for TS 38.307 to introduce the release independent features in the last RAN4 meeting, and different approaches were founded due to different understanding among all the companies, hence some clarification of the current approach in the spec was made during the online meeting.

Meanwhile, there was also a contribution related to this issue submitted in the maintenance section [1], however, due to limited time, it was not fruitfully discussed during the online section. Instead, the chair proposed to have a dedicated agenda for the release independent procedure in the next meeting.
Therefore, we think it is necessary to provide an explanation on the current approach, and provide a further update on the description in the general section of TS 38.307 to make the rule much easier, while keeping the current overall principle. And then, same approach can be applied to TS 36.307 as well.
2. Discussion
2.1 Explanation of the current procedure in 38.307
Starting from the current description in the TS 38.307 section 4:
	When a new feature is introduced only the latest release of release independent spec needs to be updated. The latest release of release independent spec refers to the release which the new feature is introduced in. If an RF feature introduced in the same release as the release which the feature is independent from, (i.e. M=N), the common UE RF requirements table in annex B.4 is specified from release N+1, otherwise the common UE RF requirements table is specified from release N.


The above description actually consists of two parts in the original CR [2]. The first part is to clarify the procedure for introducing a release independent feature based on the agreed WF [3]. 
When a new feature is introduced only the latest release of release independent spec needs to be updated. The latest release of release independent spec refers to the release which the new feature is introduced in. 
(i.e. CR to the frozen release might be needed when the release independent issue is missed to be resolved when the new feature is introduced, or when CR implementation errors occur in the previous release.)

Then the second part is to clarify the procedure for introducing the common UE RF requirements table in annex B.4 based on the observation of the Rel.15 and Rel.16 38.307 specifications. Since it was discussed in the RF section during the e-meeting, hence it only focused on the RF feature and the RRM feature is not covered.
2.2 Discussion on updated procedure from Rel-18
Based on the clarification above, we provide following suggestions on further updates.
A. The procedure for introducing a release independent feature:
	When a new feature is introduced only the latest release of release independent spec needs to be updated. The latest release of release independent spec refers to the release which the new feature is introduced in. 


During last RAN4 meeting, basically all of the 38.307 CRs are aligned with this principle after further clarifications and discussions that release 18 category B CRs are used for the features that introduced by the Rel.18 work items. However, there seems to be different understanding on whether the “new feature” here means the general feature or the release independent feature. When the text was proposed, it was targeting on the release independent feature for the 38.307, but to avoid different understanding on which release the new feature is introduced, we proposed an update to refer the “latest release” to be the same as the release of the related WI, i.e. for the non-category A CR, the <Release> shall be aligned with the <Related_WIs> mentioned on the CR cover page, which is also aligned with the normal procedure of CRs for other specifications, as shown in figure 1 below.
Figure 1: Proposed principle for the non-category A CR to 38.307
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Proposed updated wording:
	When a new feature is introduced only the latest release of release independent spec needs to be updated. The latest release of release independent spec refers to the release N, aligned with the release of the related WIs (i.e. for the non-category A CR, the <Release> shall be aligned with the <Related_WIs> mentioned on the CR cover page).


Proposal 1: RAN4 to agree on the following clarification based on the previous agreed principle of introducing release independent features to 38.307.
- When a new feature is introduced only the latest release of release independent spec needs to be updated. The latest release of release independent spec refers to release N, aligned with the release of the related WI (i.e. for the non-category A CR, the <Release> shall be aligned with the <Related_WIs> mentioned on the CR cover page).
B.  The procedure for introducing the common requirement table in the annex of 38.307
	If an RF feature introduced in the same release as the release which the feature is independent from, (i.e. M=N), the common UE RF requirements table in annex B.4 is specified from release N+1, otherwise the common UE RF requirements table is specified from release N.


The above text was proposed based on the observation of the current 38.307 specification. It can be observed that currently there is no annex table for the common requirement in Rel.15, as there is no need to refer the requirements when the feature is release independent from the same releases as the requirement. So the procedure was made to introduce the common UE RF requirements table from release N+1 if the feature is introduced in the same release as the release which the feature is independent from, (i.e. M=N).
However, during last RAN4 meeting, there were some offline comments that simplified procedure is preferred, as people might forget to introduced the common UE RF requirements table afterwards for the “release N+1” case. And the whole meaning will not be altered even if we introduce the common UE RF requirements from release N in this case. But to minimize the impact to the frozen releases, it is better to start this update from Rel.18.
Proposal 2: RAN4 to discuss to simplify the procedure of introducing the common UE RF requirements table from Rel.18 by removing the following rule.

- If an RF feature introduced in the same release as the release which the feature is independent from, (i.e. M=N), the common UE RF requirements table in annex B.4 is specified from release N+1.
C.  Proposed update to TS 38.307 and TS 36.307
Considering both proposal 1 and proposal 2, the change to the description in 38.307 is proposed below. 
Proposal 3: Apply the following change to TS 38.307 from Rel.18 

- Proposed change:

- When a new feature is introduced only the latest release of release independent spec needs to be updated. The latest release of release independent spec refers to release N, aligned with the release of the related WI (i.e. for the non-category A CR, the <Release> shall be aligned with the <Related_WIs> mentioned on the CR cover page).  And the common UE requirements tables are also specified from release N in the annexes, starting from annex B. If an RF feature introduced in the same release as the release which the feature is independent from, (i.e. M=N), the common UE RF requirements table in annex B.4 is specified from release N+1, otherwise the common UE RF requirements table is specified from release N.
Note that the above description applies to all the features, including RF, RRM and demodulation.
Finally, the same approach can be applied to TS 36.307, although currently there is no related description in the spec, the previous WF [3] do target on both 38.307 and 36.307. Thus, it is proposed to place the above text in TS 36.307 as well.
Proposal 4: Apply the same principle and same description in proposal 3 to TS 36.307 from Rel.18 as well.
Note that the corresponding CRs are also provided [4][5].
3. Conclusion
Based on the discussion above, three proposal are made below.
Proposal 1: RAN4 to agree on the following clarification based on the previous agreed principle of introducing release independent features to 38.307.

- When a new feature is introduced only the latest release of release independent spec needs to be updated. The latest release of release independent spec refers to release N, aligned with the release of the related WI (i.e. for the non-category A CR, the <Release> shall be aligned with the <Related_WIs> mentioned on the CR cover page).
Proposal 2: RAN4 to discuss to simplify the procedure of introducing the common UE RF requirements table from Rel.18 by removing the following rule.

- If an RF feature introduced in the same release as the release which the feature is independent from, (i.e. M=N), the common UE RF requirements table in annex B.4 is specified from release N+1.

Proposal 3: Apply the following change to 38.307 from Rel.18 

- Proposed change:

- When a new feature is introduced only the latest release of release independent spec needs to be updated. The latest release of release independent spec refers to release N, aligned with the release of the related WI (i.e. for the non-category A CR, the <Release> shall be aligned with the <Related_WIs> mentioned on the CR cover page).  And the common UE requirements tables are also specified from release N in the annexes, starting from annex B. If an RF feature introduced in the same release as the release which the feature is independent from, (i.e. M=N), the common UE RF requirements table in annex B.4 is specified from release N+1, otherwise the common UE RF requirements table is specified from release N.
Note that the above description applies to both RF and RRM features.

Proposal 4: Apply the same principle and same description in proposal 3 to TS 36.307 from Rel.18 as well.
Note that the corresponding CRs are also provided [4][5].
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