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1. Introduction
During RAN#92-e a WID was approved for 6GHz NR unlicensed operation in the full frequency range 5925 MHz -7125 MHz [1]. NR-Unlicensed operation is standardized in Rel-16 [2] with the definition of band n96 covering the frequency range 5925 MHz -7125 MHz which is currently applicable in the USA only subject to FCC Report and Order FCC 20-51. The ECC decision covers the range 5945 MHz to 6425 MHz which is therefor a sub-set of the already defined band n96.       
The objectives for the core part from the WID [1] relevant for the UE are given as:
[bookmark: OLE_LINK3]-	Analyse regulatory requirements for countries/regions that have adopted license-exempt operation in the full 5925-7125MHz frequency range:
NOTE 1: The scope of the WI is Region 2 and Region 3 countries, regulatory parameters for which can be found from TR 37.890;
NOTE 2: Should more countries finalise the regulatory framework and/or a particular country changes the existing regulation for the full 5925-7125MHz frequency range, it can be considered within the timeline of this WI subject for further RAN discussions.
-	Depending on the regulatory requirements, determine whether they can be handled by existing NS values or whether new NS values are needed.
-	Depending on whether existing NS values cannot be re-used and/or whether new NS values are not possible, determine whether an existing band n96 can be re-used or introduction of a new band will be needed. 
-	Define or update (if needed) system parameters such as channel bandwidths and channel arrangements.
-	Define or update (if needed) transmitter and receiver characteristics requirements for the UE.
-	Define or update (if needed) transmitter and receiver characteristics requirements for the BS.
2. Discussion
Band Plan
RAN4 have already defined an unlicensed band covering the full frequency range 5925 MHz -7125 MHz being band n96. The design used for band n96 follows the approach, also adopted earlier for band n46, which is aligned to the European Harmonised Standard for access to radio spectrum in the 6 GHz range [3]. This implicitly means co-existence aspects out of the band as well as within, via e.g. WiFi channel alignment, are considered. Band n96 is however restricted for use in the USA only subject to FCC Report and Order FCC 20-51.    
Regarding the limitation of n96, for US operation only, it can be noted that e.g. South Korea [4] and Brazil [5] have adopted the same frequency range (i.e.  5925 – 7125MHz). This as wells as the fact that other countries are considering the same would imply that the restriction of n96 for US operation only should be revisited. 
Proposal 1:	The restriction of n96, for US operation only, should be discussed by RAN4.
In fact, some discussion on this note were done at RAN4#98bis as captured in [6]:
 General - Note for n96:
· Currently the note in 38.101-1 reads:
NOTE 14: This band is applicable in the USA only subject to FCC Report and Order [FCC 20-51]
Option 1: Modify the note according to R4-2106273:
· This band is applicable in the USA subject to FCC Report and Order FCC 20-51 and in Europe subject to CEPT ECC Decision (20)01 for the 5945 to 6425 MHz frequency range.
Option 2: Modify the note to generic text:
· [bookmark: _Hlk85638862][bookmark: _Hlk85638863]This band is only applicable subject to regional and/or country specific restrictions.


Given the discussion related to the European band subject to CEPT ECC Decision (20)01 it seems only option 2 is still a valid proposal. This together with the latest regulatory updates captured in TR 37.890 the generic text seems to be attractive for future use.
Proposal 2:	Modify Note 14 in 38.101-1 to “This band is only applicable subject to regional and/or country specific restrictions”.
It should be emphasised that even by reusing n96 in the 3GPP specification for unlicensed operation in other regions/countries the specific regulatory requirements are still enforced by NS signalling for the UE and regulatory compliance requirements for the BS.   
Further it can be noted that band n96 starts at 5925 MHz goes to 7125 MHz. Even though the starting frequency is 5925 MHz the channel and synchronization raster does not start before 5945 MHz meaning they are aligned to the European band and the current WiFi channels deployed in the same frequency range meaning co-exsistance have been considered.
Observation 1: 	The channel raster’s for n96 are already aligned with other technology in the frequency range 5925 MHz -7125 MHz. 
3. Conclusion
In this contribution, we discuss the 6 GHz band for unlicensed operation. We have made following observations and proposals:
Proposal 1:	The restriction of n96, for US operation only, should be discussed by RAN4.
Proposal 2:	Modify Note 14 in 38.101-1 to “This band is only applicable subject to regional and/or country specific restrictions”.
Observation 1: 	The channel raster’s for n96 are already aligned with other technology in the frequency range 5925 MHz -7125 MHz. 
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