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1 Introduction
In last RAN meeting, a new SI has been approved on efficient utilization of licensed spectrum that is not aligned with existing NR channel bandwidths. One of the objective is to study the use of overlapping UE channel bandwidths.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Study the use of overlapping UE channel bandwidths (from both UE and network perspective) to cover operator’s license spectrum for both UL and DL, and if new gNB channel bandwidths are needed. 
NOTE:	For all considered solutions, new (dedicated) channel filters (e.g. non-integer-multiples of 5MHz) are not considered for the UE and not prioritized for the gNB.
The comparison of the two solutions were discussed in [2]. 
Solution 1: new channel bandwidth for gNB and legacy channel bandwidth for UE (Overlapping UE CBW in [4])



New channel bandwidth for gNB
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Solution 2: Overlapping CA




Overlapping CA for gNB



Overlapping CA for UE3




UE1: legacy channel bandwidth




UE2: legacy channel bandwidth


In this contribution, we provide text proposal for TR 38.844 on overlapping CA approach.
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6.2.3	Overlapping CA (two cells)
6.2.3.1      General Aspects
Using the Overlapping CA approach to support irregular spectrum is one of the methods without the need of introduction of new dedicated channel bandwidths for both UE and BS. Figure 6.2.3-1 shows overlapping CA from network perspective, in which BS supports the intra-band overlapping CA, while UEs only supports the single CC with the existing channel bandwidth. And figure 6.2.3-2 shows overlapping CA from UE perspective, in which both BS and UE support the intra-band overlapping CA to use all RBs. 
Even two CCs are overlapped in frequency domain, the network can configure different CCs with non-overlapping BWP to avoid the conflict of physical signals or channels.
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Figure 6.2.3-1: Overlapping CA from network perspective






Overlapping CA for gNB
UE3: overlapping CA of CC1 and CC2
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Figure 6.2.3-2: Overlapping CA from UE perspective
In summary,
· No new gNB channel bandwidth is required 
· Legacy UE using existing lower regular NR channel bandwidth can operate in either carrier
· Overlapping CA approach needs to have PRB grid alignment between overlapping CCs
· UE perspective, overlapping CA is optional supported in DL only

< Next changed section>
6.3.x	Overlapping CA (two cells)
From network perspective:
For gNB, no new filter for RF channel is needed. The CA implementation can be reused. The only update is to allow the configuration that the two carriers can be partially overlapped by adjusting the channel spacing. The network can prevent collisions between the two component carriers.
For UE, there is no impact and fully backwards compatible.
From UE perspective:
For gNB, there is no further requirements compared to the above description for overlapping CA from network perspective.
For UE, it is optional support in DL only. For the UE supports DL intra-band non-contiguous CA with corresponding channel bandwidth(s), overlapping CA can be considered by support the configuration with partially overlapping carriers.  And in the case no new channel filter for UE is needed.
For overlapping CA solution, the legacy channel bandwidth should be supported, hence the minimum guardband should not be less than the minimum guardband of lower UE channel bandwidth than operator licensed bandwidth. To support legacy UEs, channel raster should be applied for each UE channels. And in order to simplify the resource schedule and make the use of single SSB for CA operation, RB alignment is required. Table 6.3.x-1 show the channel spacing and spectrum utilization for the example channel bandwidths. 
Table 6.3.x-1: channel spacing and spectrum utilization
	Channel Bandwidth(MHz)
	SCS(kHz)
	CA combos
	Nominal channel spacing (MHz)
	Transmission bandwidth configuration NRB 
	Spectrum utilization (%)

	6
	15
	5+5
	0.9
	30
	90

	7
	15
	5+5
	1.8
	35
	90

	11
	15
	10+10
	0.9
	57
	93.3

	12
	15
	10+10
	1.8
	62
	93

	13
	15
	10+10
	2.7
	67
	92.8



< Next changed section>
6.7.x	Overlapping CA (two cells)
The CA framework defines the transmitter emission and receiver blocking at the edge of carriers. Limited impacted is expected to enable coexistence with neighbouring channels for this scenario. Overlapping CA channel spacing need to be updated to consider channel raster, minimum guard band and RB alignment.
For 15 KHz SCS and 100 KHz channel raster,

For NR operating bands with 15 kHz channel raster,

with
	
6.7.y	Overlapping UE CBW
If the irregular channel bandwidths are explicitly defined in the specification, it will create huge technical specification work. For each channel bandwidth, the guard band size and the transmission bandwidth configuration need to be specified and used as a basis for defining transmitter and receiver requirements. The identified impact to BS core specification for a new channel BW is shown in following Table 6.7.y-1.
Table 6.7.y-1 Analysis on the impact to BS core specification for a new channel BW
	Subject
	Clause in 36.104/38.104
	Requirement
	Assessment for new channel BW

	General
	5.3.2
	Transmission bandwidth configuration
	the Transmission bandwidth configuration NRB for the new CBW need to be defined

	
	5.3.3
	Minimum guardband and transmission bandwidth configuration
	The minimum guardband for the new CBW need to be defined

	
	5.3.5
	BS channel bandwidth per operating band
	new CBW need defined per band

	Transmitter
	6.3.3
	Total power dynamic range
	it is a NRB related requirement

	
	6.6.2
	Occupied bandwidth
	BS channel bandwidth should be defined

	
	6.6.3
	ACLR
	The filter are set using transmission bandwidth configuration (BWConfig). It need to be defined for testing

	
	6.7
	Transmitter intermodulation
	the interfering is defined according to BS channel bandwidth

	Receiver
	7.2
	Reference sensitivity level
	for 15 KHz SCS, 25 RB and 106 RB FRC which can be reused

	
	7.3
	Dynamic range
	interfering signal level is according to BS channel bandwidth

	
	7.4
	In-band selectivity and blocking
	the position of interfering signal is defined according to BS channel bandwidth/transmission bandwidth configuration

	
	7.7
	Receiver intermodulation
	the position of interfering signal is defined according to BS channel bandwidth/transmission bandwidth configuration

	
	7.8
	In-channel selectivity
	it is defined according to BS channel bandwidth



It is concluded that new dedicated BS channel bandwidths for irregular channel bandwidths are not defined explicitly in the specification.
< The end of TP >
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