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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 has reviewed and discussed material provided by SA2 on requirements and related procedures for TNL associations for the N2 interface and provides feedback as requested:

ad 1) the ability of the NG-RAN to support the case where the AMF releases the N2AP UE-TNLA-binding for a UE in CM-Connected mode at any time

RAN3 is of the opinion that such per NGAP UE association signalling is not necessary. RAN3 rather suggests to define global NGAP signalling that allows to release a TNL association in a graceful manner, i.e .without impacting ongoing NGAP signalling. For any future signalling on the affected NGAP UE association, the NG RAN (or the AMF) would select an appropriate TNLA-binding.
ad 2) the ability of the NG-RAN to support the case where the AMF updates the N2AP UE-TNLA-binding for a UE by means of triangular redirection (e.g. by responding to the RAN using a different TNL association)

RAN3 would prefer a method where the AMF is allowed to respond to the RAN using a different TNL association. RAN3 would prefer to specify a single method only.
ad 3) the ability of a target NG-RAN node to establish a TNL association towards a TNL address of the AMF received from a source NG-RAN node and to create an N2AP UE-TNLA-binding to this TNL association for a UE during an Xn-based inter NG-RAN node handover.

While the indicated method represents a possible implementation, RAN3 suggests to foresee the possibility that Xn connected NG RAN nodes are able to communicate about their signalling NG-C TNL connectivity and ensure that all necessary TNL associations are already in place at Xn based handover.
2. Actions:

To SA2 group.

ACTION: 
RAN3 asks to take the feedback provided into account.
3. Date of Next TSG-RAN WG3 Meetings:

TSG-RAN WG3 Meeting #97
21st – 25th August 2017, Berlin, Germany

TSG RAN WG3 Meeting #97bis
9th – 13th October 2017, Prague, Czech Republic
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