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1. Introduction
In this contribution we provide our inputs on the New RAN terminology.
2. Discussion
The issue of New RAN terminology has been discussed by RAN#74and certain agreements have been endorsed in [1]. Specifically, RAN3 related agreements are:

“

· Radio Access

· NR - name of the new radio access

· Radio Access Network

· E-UTRAN - a RAN that connects to EPC 

· 5G-RAN - a RAN that connects to 5G-CN and may use the E-UTRA or NR radio access 

· Core Network

· 5G-CN 

· 'option 3'

· Working name of the feature: EN-DC (E-UTRA-NR Dual Connectivity)

“

However, after the RAN#74 meeting, an email discussion has been started on the RAN email reflector which may potentially change the “5G-RAN” term. Therefore, until this discussion concludes in RAN, it seems premature to discuss the “5G-RAN” term RAN3. However, the rest of the terminology appears to be stable. 
Observation 1: The term “5G-RAN” is under email discussion in RAN, and therefore it makes little sense to discuss it in RAN3.

Observation 2: The terms “New Radio/NR”, “E-UTRAN” (instead of eLTE) and “5G-CN” (instead of NGC) as well as EN-DC appear to be stable.

It is therefore proposed to adopt the following terms in TR 38.801 [2]: New Radio/NR (TR 38.801 is already consistent), E-UTRAN (instead of eLTE) (and consequently eNB instead of eLTE eNB), 5G-CN (instead of NGC) and EN-DC.
Proposal 1: to adopt the following terms in TR 38.801 [2]: New Radio/NR (TR 38.801 is already consistent), E-UTRAN (instead of eLTE) (and consequently eNB instead of eLTE eNB), 5G-CN (instead of NGC) and EN-DC.
It is proposed to keep the name New RAN for the time being until the RAN discussion is resolved, with an editor’s note indicating that the name may change.

Proposal 2: to keep the name New RAN for the time being until the RAN discussion is resolved, with an editor’s note indicating that the name may change.
As we go through this exercise, it is worth considering further terminology change. In particular, the names of the NG-C and NG-U interfaces are inconsistent with SA2 terms NG2 and NG3, respectively. As it is always a good practice to be consistent with terminology across different specifications and this indeed has been the case so far (e.g. S1 interface term is common to SA2 and RAN3). It is therefore proposed to align to SA2 terminology NG2 and NG3.

Proposal 3: to align to SA2 terminology NG2 and NG3.
On a similar topic, in the current version of the TR 38.801, the interface connecting eNB and gNB for EN-DC is referred to as Xx, however its functionality is very similar to X2. The interface needs to support the following functions: data forwarding, flow control and DC. It therefore seems natural to refer to it as X2 and to implement the required changes in the TS 36.423 [3]. Since such an interface will only support a subset of X2AP functionality (for example, it may not need to support handover preparation), certain X2AP procedures in TS 36.423 [2] will need to be marked as applicable to EN-DC, while others will need to be marked as not applicable.
NOTE: this seems to be consistent with what RAN2 are likely to do, that is – modify certain LTE specifications for EN-DC.

Proposal 4: to rename “Xx” interface to “X2”.

3. Conclusions and Proposals

In the present contribution we make the following observations:

Observation 1: The term “5G-RAN” is under email discussion in RAN, and therefore it makes little sense to discuss it in RAN3.

Observation 2: The terms “New Radio/NR”, “E-UTRAN” (instead of eLTE) and “5G-CN” (instead of NGC) as well as EN-DC appear to be stable.

Based on the discussion in the present contribution and the observations above we propose: 

Proposal 1: to adopt the following terms in TR 38.801 [2]: New Radio/NR (TR 38.801 is already consistent), E-UTRAN (instead of eLTE) (and consequently eNB instead of eLTE eNB), 5G-CN (instead of NGC) and EN-DC.

Proposal 2: to keep the name New RAN for the time being until the RAN discussion is resolved, with an editor’s note indicating that the name may change.

Proposal 3: to align to SA2 terminology NG2 and NG3.

Proposal 4: to rename “Xx” interface to “X2”.
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