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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 has reviewed the SA2 technically endorsed CR2942 on TS23.401 introducing the control plane solution and noticed that this SA2 CR introduced a new Release Indication IE sent together with the last DL data over S1AP and RRC in steps 11 and 12 of section 5.3.4B.2.

Instead of modifying these two S1AP and RRC procedures which are currently only used to transport data RAN3 took the working assumption that the MME can proceed in two steps:

· First MME sends the DL data in an unmodified S1AP DL NAS Transport message;

· Second MME sends immediately after an S1AP UE Context Release Command message to the eNB to tear down the S1/RRC connection.   

RAN3 would like SA2 to confirm that they can accept this change and align accordingly their section 5.3.4B.2. 

In particular RAN3 assumes that the eNB will not send back the UE Release Complete message to the MME before completing the transmission of the data which could significantly delay that message compared to today (for example in NB-IOT a payload of 1500 bytes could take up to 80 seconds to be sent over the air) and RAN3 would like SA2 to check that aspect.

2. Actions:

To SA2 group.

ACTION: 
RAN3 kindly ask SA2 to acknowledge the solution proposed by RAN3 and update correspondingly their section 5.3.4B.2 if no show stopper is found.

3. Date of Next RAN3 Meetings:

RAN3#91

15th– 19th February
Malta
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