TSG-RAN Working Group 3
TSGR3 (01) 0407

AHG IP_UTRAN#3

Stockholm, Sweden, 31. January - 2. February 2001
Agenda Item:
3.8.3

Source: 
Alcatel
Title: 
Flow classification in UTRAN for QoS differentiation

Document for:
Decision

1. Introduction

At the RAN3#18 meeting in the Tdoc R3-010121  [1], various aspects of flow classification to achieve QoS differentiation have been presented. Proposed text to be added in Study Area subsection was agreed. The proposed text for the agreement section was not agreed, because it was preferred to defer agreement.

Therefore, in this contribution the text for the agreement section is again proposed for decision.

2. Flexibility of flow classification mechanisms

In R3-010121, three aspects of flow classification have been presented:

· Classification granularity: level of granularity from flow level to Behaviour Aggregate. Granularity can be different across the IP Transport Network.

· Information Element used for classification: information contained in Transport Network overhead used for classifying. May be present on a packet per packet basis (e.g. TOS bits) or flow addressing information (IP, UDP addresses).

· Set-up entity for classification: source or destination can decide on QoS marking at transport level.
All proposed classification schemes have beneficial characteristics and none should be precluded by the standard.

3. Conclusion

Both alternatives of following items should be allowed:

· Flow per flow or aggregate classification,

· Classification based on packet per packet information or on flow addressing information,

· Classification set-up by source node or destination node of transport flow.

4. Proposal

It is proposed to add text from chapter 3 into sub-section 7.2 of IP Transport Technical Report.

5. Reference

[1] R3 (01) 0121 Flow classification in UTRAN for QoS differentiation, Alcatel.

