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-
1. Overall Description:

RAN3 thanks SA2 for the LS received in S2-178192/R3-174291.
There is one remaining open topic regarding scenarios for the explicit per-UE release of the NGAP UE-TNL binding.

SA2 provided the following feedback:

SA2 would like to clarify that the serving AMF can release the NGAP UE-TNLA-binding for only a subset of the served UE(s) when it needs to perform balancing of the UE population across the TNL associations. In addition, SA2 would like to point out another scenario - the serving AMF can release the NGAP UE-TNLA-binding on a per UE basis when the old AMF becomes unavailable (i.e. due to planned maintenance). In this scenario, the NGAP UE-TNLA-binding is released with the old AMF and NGAP UE-TNLA-binding is re-activated with the new AMF. This agreement has also been implemented in the attached TS 23.502 pCR.

RAN3 understands that introducing per-UE binding release due to balancing of UE population across TNL associations does not provide sufficient justification, as load balancing can be achieved by AMF based binding update or changing of per TNLA/per AMF weight factors as well.

Also, the scenario of graceful removal of an AMF is, along latest stage 2 specifications, achieved by marking GUAMI(s) supported by the AMF as unavailable. After marking GUAMI(s) of the AMF as unavailable, either the AMF or the NG-RAN node selects a new AMF/TNLA for subsequent signalling.
RAN3 is of the opinion that there is no evidence that an explicit per UE binding release is needed.

2. Actions:

To SA2 group.

ACTION: 
RAN3 asks SA2 to take the above into account and to remove specification of explicit per-UE binding release from the specifications under SA2’s control.
3. Date of Next TSG-RAN WG3 Meetings:

TSG-RAN WG3 Meeting #99
26th February – 2nd March 2018, Athens, Greece

TSG-RAN WG3 Meeting #99bis
16th – 20th April, Sanya, China
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