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1. Introduction
It has been agreed that when modifying a bearer type, it is expressed in the SGNB MODIFICATION REQUEST message as the E-RAB to be added and the same E-RAB to be removed. (stage 2　37.340 CR agreed in R3-175009)
Bearer type change may result in adding the new bearer configuration and releasing the old bearer configuration within a single MN initiated SN Modification procedure for the respective E-RAB.
This paper discuss some relevant IEs of their presence in the SgNB MODIFICATION REQUEST message.
2. Discussion
In the SGNB MODIFICATION REQUEST message, when PDCP is present in SN, see following tabular : 
	>E-RABs To Be Added List
	
	0..1
	
	
	–
	

	>>E-RABs To Be Added Item
	
	1 .. <maxnoof Bearers>
	
	
	EACH
	ignore

	>>>E-RAB ID
	M
	
	9.2.23
	
	–
	

	>>>EN-DC Resource Configuration
	M
	
	EN-DC Resource Configuration
9.2.x1
	Indicates the PDCP and Lower Layer MCG/SCG configuration.
	–
	

	>>>CHOICE Resource Configuration
	M
	
	
	
	
	

	>>>>PDCP present in SN
	
	
	
	This choice tag is used if the PDCP at SgNB IE in the EN-DC Resource Configuration IE is set to the value "present".
	–
	

	>>>>>Full E-RAB Level QoS Parameters
	M
	
	E-RAB Level QoS Parameters 9.2.9
	Includes E-RAB level QoS parameters as received on S1-MME
	–
	

	>>>>>Maximum MCG admittable E-RAB Level QoS Parameters
	C-ifMCGandSCGpresent
	
	E-RAB Level QoS Parameters 

9.2.9
	Includes the E-RAB Level QoS parameters admittable by the MCG
	–
	

	>>>>>DL Forwarding 
	O
	
	9.2.5
	
	–
	

	>>>>>MeNB DL GTP TEID at MCG
	C-ifMCGpresent
	
	GTP Tunnel Endpoint 9.2.1
	MeNB endpoint of the X2-U transport bearer at MCG. For delivery of DL PDCP PDUs.
	–
	

	>>>>>S1 UL GTP Tunnel Endpoint
	M
	
	GTP Tunnel Endpoint 9.2.1
	SGW endpoint of the S1-U transport bearer. For delivery of UL PDUs from the en-gNB.
	–
	


These Full E-RAB Level QoS Parameters IE and S1 UL GTP Tunnel Endpoint IE their presence are mandatory, however in the case of bearer type change between SN terminated bearer (SCG bearer) and SN Terminated split bearer (SCG split bearer), these IE are not needed if there is no change. These IEs are only mandatory for new bearer to add and bearer type change to SN terminated bearers.
What will be its consequence even if the IEs are present while it has no change?
Good thing: it is easy for sending side to just include all parameters (presence as mandatory) without further processing step to check previous configuration.
Bad thing: the processing burden is then put on the receiving side to check if the configuration values are changed or not.
As we don’t see any need to mandate an IE that in some cases is not needed, it is then considered to have the IEs as optional. 
Since these IEs are only needed for new bearer to add and bearer type change to SN terminated bearers, it is then propose to have such in the semantics descriptions.
	>>>>>Full E-RAB Level QoS Parameters
	O
	
	E-RAB Level QoS Parameters 9.2.9
	Includes E-RAB level QoS parameters as received on S1-MME.
Optional for bearer type change between SN terminated bearers.
	–
	


3. Conclusion and Proposal
This paper discuss the presence of some IEs that are mandatory but in reality they are optional. 
Proposal: it is proposed to change the relevant IEs to optional and give semantic description.
Annex: change to 36.423 (partly from draft 36.423-15.0.0)

9.1.4.5
SGNB MODIFICATION REQUEST

This message is sent by the MeNB to the en-gNB to request the preparation to modify en-gNB resources for a specific UE.

Direction: MeNB ( en-gNB.

	IE/Group Name
	Presence
	Range
	IE type and reference
	Semantics description
	Criticality
	Assigned Criticality

	Message Type
	M
	
	9.2.13
	
	YES
	reject

	MeNB UE X2AP ID
	M
	
	eNB UE X2AP ID

9.2.24
	Allocated at the MeNB.
	YES
	reject

	SgNB UE X2AP ID
	M
	
	en-gNB UE X2AP ID

9.2.100
	Allocated at the en-gNB.
	YES
	reject

	Cause
	M
	
	9.2.6
	
	YES
	ignore

	PDCP Change Indication
	O
	
	9.2.7.kk
	
	YES
	ignore

	Serving PLMN
	O
	
	PLMN Identity

9.2.4
	The serving PLMN of the SCG in the en-gNB.
	YES
	ignore

	Handover Restriction List
	O
	
	9.2.3
	
	YES
	ignore

	SCG Configuration Query 
	O
	
	9.2.98
	
	YES
	ignore

	UE Context Information
	
	0..1
	
	
	YES
	reject

	>NR UE Security Capabilities
	O
	
	9.2.107
	
	–
	

	>SgNB Security Key
	O
	
	9.2.101
	
	–
	

	>SgNB UE Aggregate Maximum Bit Rate
	O
	
	UE Aggregate Maximum Bit Rate

9.2.12
	
	–
	

	>E-RABs To Be Added List
	
	0..1
	
	
	–
	

	>>E-RABs To Be Added Item
	
	1 .. <maxnoof Bearers>
	
	
	EACH
	ignore

	>>>E-RAB ID
	M
	
	9.2.23
	
	–
	

	>>>EN-DC Resource Configuration
	M
	
	EN-DC Resource Configuration
9.2.108
	Indicates the PDCP and Lower Layer MCG/SCG configuration.
	–
	

	>>>CHOICE Resource Configuration
	M
	
	
	
	
	

	>>>>PDCP present in SN
	
	
	
	This choice tag is used if the PDCP at SgNB IE in the EN-DC Resource Configuration IE is set to the value "present".
	–
	

	>>>>>Full E-RAB Level QoS Parameters
	O
	
	E-RAB Level QoS Parameters 9.2.9
	Includes E-RAB level QoS parameters as received on S1-MME
Optional for bearer type change between SN terminated bearers.
	–
	

	>>>>>Maximum MCG admittable E-RAB Level QoS Parameters
	C-ifMCGandSCGpresent
	
	E-RAB Level QoS Parameters 

9.2.9
	Includes the E-RAB Level QoS parameters admittable by the MCG
	–
	

	>>>>>DL Forwarding 
	O
	
	9.2.5
	
	–
	

	>>>>>MeNB DL GTP TEID at MCG
	C-ifMCGpresent
	
	GTP Tunnel Endpoint 9.2.1
	MeNB endpoint of the X2-U transport bearer at MCG. For delivery of DL PDCP PDUs.
	–
	

	>>>>>S1 UL GTP Tunnel Endpoint
	O
	
	GTP Tunnel Endpoint 9.2.1
	SGW endpoint of the S1-U transport bearer. For delivery of UL PDUs from the en-gNB.
Optional for bearer type change between SN terminated bearers.
	–
	

	>>>>PDCP not present in SN
	
	
	
	This choice tag is used if the PDCP at SgNB IE in the EN-DC Resource Configuration IE is set to the value "present".
	
	

	>>>>>Requested SCG E-RAB Level QoS Parameters
	M
	
	E-RAB Level QoS Parameters 9.2.9
	Includes necessary E-RAB level QoS parameters requested to be provided by the SCG
	–
	

	>>>>>MeNB UL GTP TEID at PDCP
	M
	
	GTP Tunnel Endpoint 9.2.1
	MeNB endpoint of the X2-U transport bearer. For delivery of UL PDCP PDUs.
	–
	

	>>>>RLC Mode
	M
	
	RLC Mode

9.2.119
	Indicates the RLC mode.
	–
	

	>>>>UL configuration
	C-ifMCGandSCGpresent
	
	9.2.118
	Information about UL usage in the en-gNB.
	–
	

	>E-RABs To Be Modified List
	
	0..1
	
	
	–
	

	>>E-RABs To Be Modified Item
	
	1 .. <maxnoof Bearers>
	
	
	EACH
	ignore

	>>E-RAB ID
	M
	
	9.2.23
	
	–
	

	>>EN-DC Resource Configuration
	M
	
	EN-DC Resource Configuration
9.2.108
	Indicates the PDCP and Lower Layer MCG/SCG configuration.
	–
	

	>>>CHOICE Resource Configuration
	M
	
	
	
	
	

	>>>>PDCP present in SN
	
	
	
	This choice tag is used if the PDCP at SgNB IE in the EN-DC Resource Configuration IE is set to the value "present".
	
	

	>>>>>Full E-RAB Level QoS Parameters
	O
	
	E-RAB Level QoS Parameters 9.2.9
	Includes E-RAB level QoS parameters to be modified as received on S1-MME
	–
	

	>>>>Maximum MCG admittable E-RAB Level QoS Parameters
	O
	
	E-RAB Level QoS Parameters 

9.2.9
	Includes the E-RAB Level QoS parameters admittable by the MCG
	–
	

	>>>>MeNB GTP TEID at MCG
	O
	
	GTP Tunnel Endpoint 9.2.1
	MeNB endpoint of the X2-U transport bearer at MCG. For delivery of DL PDCP PDUs.
	–
	

	>>>>>S1 UL GTP Tunnel Endpoint
	O
	
	GTP Tunnel Endpoint 9.2.1
	SGW endpoint of the S1-U transport bearer. For delivery of UL PDUs from the en-gNB.
	–
	

	>>>>PDCP not present in SN
	
	
	
	This choice tag is used if the PDCP at SgNB IE in the EN-DC Resource Configuration IE is set to the value "not present".
	
	

	>>>>>Requested SCG E-RAB Level QoS Parameters
	O
	
	E-RAB Level QoS Parameters 9.2.9
	Includes E-RAB level QoS parameters requested to be provided by the SCG.
	–
	

	>>>>>MeNB UL GTP TEID at PDCP
	O
	
	GTP Tunnel Endpoint 9.2.1
	MeNB endpoint of the X2-U transport bearer. For delivery of UL PDCP PDUs.
	–
	

	>>>>UL configuration
	O
	
	9.2.118
	Information about UL usage in the en-gNB.
	–
	–

	>E-RABs To Be Released List
	
	0..1
	
	
	–
	

	>>E-RABs To Be Released Item
	
	1 .. <maxnoof Bearers>
	
	
	EACH
	ignore

	>>E-RAB ID
	M
	
	9.2.23
	
	–
	

	>>>EN-DC Resource Configuration
	M
	
	EN-DC Resource Configuration
9.2.108
	Indicates the PDCP and Lower Layer MCG/SCG configuration.
	–
	

	>>>CHOICE Resource Configuration
	M
	
	
	
	
	

	>>>>PDCP present in SN
	
	
	
	This choice tag is used if the PDCP at SgNB IE in the EN-DC Resource Configuration IE is set to the value "present".
	
	

	>>>>>DL Forwarding GTP Tunnel Endpoint
	O
	
	GTP Tunnel Endpoint 9.2.1
	Identifies the X2 transport bearer used for forwarding of DL PDUs
	–
	

	>>>>>UL Forwarding GTP Tunnel Endpoint
	O
	
	GTP Tunnel Endpoint 9.2.1
	Identifies the X2 transport bearer. used for forwarding of UL PDUs
	–
	

	>>>>PDCP not present in SN
	
	
	
	This choice tag is used if the PDCP at SgNB IE in the EN-DC Resource Configuration IE is set to the value "not present".
	
	

	>>>>>DL Forwarding GTP Tunnel Endpoint
	O
	
	GTP Tunnel Endpoint 9.2.1
	Identifies the X2 transport bearer used for forwarding of DL PDUs
	–
	

	MeNB to SgNB Container
	O
	
	OCTET STRING
	Includes the SCG-ConfigInfo message as defined in TS 38.331 [31].
	YES
	reject

	MeNB UE X2AP ID Extension
	O
	
	Extended eNB UE X2AP ID

9.2.86
	Allocated at the MeNB
	YES
	reject

	MeNB Resource Coordination Information
	O
	
	9.2.116
	Information used to coordinate resources utilisation between MeNB and en-gNB.
	YES
	ignore


	Range bound
	Explanation

	maxnoofBearers
	Maximum no. of E-RABs. Value is 256


	Condition
	Explanation

	ifMCGandSCGpresent
	This IE shall be present if, for the E-RAB requested to be added, the MCG resources and SCG resources IEs in the EN-DC Resource Configuration IE are set to the value "present".

	ifMCGpresent
	This IE shall be present if, for the E-RAB requested to be added, the MCG resources IE in the EN-DC Resource Configuration IE is set to the value "present".


9.1.4.6
SGNB MODIFICATION REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE

This message is sent by the en-gNB to confirm the MeNB’s request to modify the en-gNB resources for a specific UE.

Direction: en-gNB ( MeNB.

	IE/Group Name
	Presence
	Range
	IE type and reference
	Semantics description
	Criticality
	Assigned Criticality

	Message Type
	M
	
	9.2.13
	
	YES
	reject

	MeNB UE X2AP ID
	M
	
	eNB UE X2AP ID

9.2.24
	Allocated at the MeNB.
	YES
	ignore

	SgNB UE X2AP ID
	M
	
	en-gNB UE X2AP ID

9.2.100
	Allocated at the en-gNB.
	YES
	ignore

	E-RABs Admitted List
	
	0..1
	
	
	YES
	ignore

	>E-RABs Admitted To Be Added List
	
	1
	
	
	–
	

	>>E-RABs Admitted To Be Added Item
	
	1 .. <maxnoof Bearers>
	
	
	EACH
	ignore

	>>>E-RAB ID
	M
	
	9.2.23
	
	–
	

	>>>EN-DC Resource Configuration
	M
	
	EN-DC Resource Configuration
9.2.108
	Indicates the PDCP and Lower Layer MCG/SCG configuration.
	–
	

	>>>CHOICE Resource Configuration
	M
	
	
	
	
	

	>>>>PDCP present in SN 
	
	
	
	This choice tag is used if the PDCP at SgNB IE in the EN-DC Resource Configuration IE is set to the value "present".
	
	

	>>>>>S1 DL GTP TEID at the SgNB
	O
	
	GTP Tunnel Endpoint 9.2.1
	SgNB endpoint of the S1 transport bearer. For delivery of DL PDUs.
Optional for bearer type change between SN terminated bearers.
	–
	

	>>>>>SgNB UL GTP TEID at PDCP
	C-ifMCGpresent
	
	GTP Tunnel Endpoint 9.2.1
	SgNB endpoint of the X2-U transport bearer at PDCP. For delivery of UL PDCP PDUs.
	–
	

	>>>>RLC Mode
	M
	
	RLC Mode

9.2.119
	Indicates the RLC mode.
	–
	

	>>>>>DL Forwarding GTP Tunnel Endpoint
	O
	
	GTP Tunnel Endpoint 9.2.1
	Identifies the X2 transport bearer used for forwarding of DL PDUs
	–
	

	>>>>>UL Forwarding GTP Tunnel Endpoint
	O
	
	GTP Tunnel Endpoint 9.2.1
	Identifies the X2 transport bearer used for forwarding of UL PDUs
	–
	

	>>>>>Requested MCG E-RAB Level QoS Parameters
	C-ifMCGandSCGpresent
	
	E-RAB Level QoS Parameters 9.2.9
	Includes E-RAB level QoS parameters requested to be provided by the MCG.
	–
	

	>>>>UL configuration
	C-ifMCGandSCGpresent
	
	9.2.118
	Information about UL usage in the en-gNB.
	–
	

	>>>>PDCP not present in SN
	
	
	
	This choice tag is used if the PDCP at SgNB IE in the EN-DC Resource Configuration IE is set to the value "not present".
	
	

	>>>>>SgNB DL GTP TEID at SCG
	M
	
	GTP Tunnel Endpoint 9.2.1
	Endpoint of the X2-U transport bearer at the SCG. For delivery of DL PDCP PDUs.
	–
	–

	>E-RABs Admitted To Be Modified List
	
	0..1
	
	
	–
	

	>>E-RABs Admitted To Be Modified Item
	
	1 .. <maxnoof Bearers>
	
	
	EACH
	ignore

	>>>E-RAB ID
	M
	
	9.2.23
	
	–
	

	>>>EN-DC Resource Configuration
	M
	
	EN-DC Resource Configuration
9.2.108
	Indicates the PDCP and Lower Layer MCG/SCG configuration.
	–
	

	>>>CHOICE Resource Configuration
	M
	
	
	
	
	

	>>>>PDCP present in SN
	
	
	
	This choice tag is used if the PDCP at SgNB IE in the EN-DC Resource Configuration IE is set to the value "present".
	
	

	>>>>>S1 DL GTP Tunnel Endpoint
	O
	
	GTP Tunnel Endpoint 9.2.1
	SgNB endpoint of the S1 transport bearer. For delivery of DL PDUs.
	–
	

	>>>>SgNB UL GTP TEID at PDCP
	O
	
	GTP Tunnel Endpoint 9.2.1
	SgNB endpoint of the X2-U transport bearer at PDCP. For delivery of UL PDCP PDUs.
	–
	

	>>>>Requested MCG E-RAB Level QoS Parameters 
	O
	
	E-RAB Level QoS Parameters 9.2.9
	Includes E-RAB level QoS parameters requested to be provided by the MCG.
	–
	

	>>>>UL configuration
	O
	
	9.2.118
	Information about UL usage in the en-gNB.
	–
	–

	>>>>PDCP not present in SN
	
	
	
	This choice tag is used if the PDCP at SgNB IE in the EN-DC Resource Configuration IE is set to the value "not present".
	
	

	>>>>>SgNB DL GTP TEID at SCG
	O
	
	GTP Tunnel Endpoint 9.2.1
	SgNB endpoint of the X2-U transport bearer at the SCG. For delivery of UL PDCP PDUs.
	–
	

	>E-RABs Admitted To Be Released List
	
	0..1
	
	
	–
	

	>>E-RABs Admitted To Be Released Item
	
	1 .. <maxnoof Bearers>
	
	
	EACH
	ignore

	>>>E-RAB ID
	M
	
	9.2.23
	
	–
	

	>>>EN-DC Resource Configuration
	M
	
	EN-DC Resource Configuration
9.2.108
	Indicates the PDCP and Lower Layer MCG/SCG configuration.
	–
	

	>>>CHOICE Resource Configuration
	M
	
	
	Note: no further information contained in the IE container
	
	

	E-RABs Not Admitted List
	O
	
	E-RAB List

9.2.28
	A value for E-RAB ID shall only be present once in E-RABs Admitted List IE and in E-RABs Not Admitted List IE.
	YES
	ignore

	SgNB to MeNB Container
	O
	
	OCTET STRING
	Includes the NR SCG-Confi message as defined in TS 38.331 [31].
	YES
	ignore

	Criticality Diagnostics
	O
	
	9.2.7
	
	YES
	ignore

	MeNB UE X2AP ID Extension
	O
	
	Extended eNB UE X2AP ID

9.2.86
	Allocated at the MeNB
	YES
	ignore

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	SgNB Resource Coordination Information
	O
	
	9.2.117
	Information used to coordinate resources utilisation between en-gNB and MeNB.
	YES
	ignore


	Range bound
	Explanation

	maxnoofBearers
	Maximum no. of E-RABs. Value is 256


	Condition
	Explanation

	ifMCGandSCGpresent
	This IE shall be present if, for the E-RAB requested to be added, the MCG resources and SCG resources IEs in the EN-DC Resource Configuration IE are set to the value "present".


