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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 would like to consult WGs in destination of this LS on functionality envisioned by RAN2 in their “LS on UE differentiation in NB-IoT” (R2-1804106 - R3-181611) concerning RAN3 interfaces and the EPC. The functionality relates to differentiation of NB-IoT UEs and is described as being based on a new network vendor specific container on S1 and X2 interfaces conveying information that has been monitored in the eNB. This container is intended by RAN2 to be stored in the MME and retrieved by the E-UTRAN every time the UE connects. RAN3 has not discussed whether the information needs to pertain in the EPC in inter-CN and inter-MME mobility scenarios, and in case of detach / attach.
The functionality would involve storing of network vendor specific information relative to served NB-IoT UEs in a way where information stored for an individual UE can be retrieved and updated upon every connection to the E-UTRAN. Network vendor specific information would mean that 3GPP only specifies containers (bit string or octet string) and an associated operator-configured index that identifies the network vendor. The network vendors would identify containers based on the operator-configured index, and use proprietary information to encode and decode the information carried in the identified containers.
2. Actions:

To SA2, SA3
ACTION: 
RAN3 kindly asks SA2 and SA3 to provide feedback on the feasibility of the described functionality.
3. Date of Next TSG-RAN2 Meetings:

TSG RAN3 Meeting #100

21 - 25 May 2018 


Busan, South Korea
TSG RAN3 Meeting #101

20 - 24 August 2018 


Gothenburg, Sweden
