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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 thanks SA2 for the LS on applicability of the Connection Establishment Indication procedure after the establishment of the UE-associated logical S1-connection.

With regards to the question from SA2:

“SA2 would like to ask RAN3 to verify whether it is appropriate for the MME to initiate the Connection Establishment Indication procedure after the logical S1 connection has been established.”
RAN3’s reply is as follows:

According to RAN3 stage 2 and stage 3 specifications (TS 36.300 and TS 36.413 respectively), the Connection Establishment Indication procedure is used when there is a need to complete the establishment of the UE-associated logical S1-connection in certain cases as specified in clause 19.2.2.25 of TS 36.300.

Regarding how the MME obtains the UE Radio Capability information for the UE in the cases described in the SA2 LS, RAN3 has the following feedback:

· RAN3 recommends not to specify means for obtaining the UE Radio Capability that require repurposing of stage 3 procedures (as described in RAN3 specifications) such as Connection Establishment Indication and UE Capability Match.
· Instead, RAN3 has agreed to the attached Rel-15 CRs which enable the Downlink NAS Transport procedure to be used by the MME to explicitly request the UE Radio Capability information. RAN3 would like to point out that the solution in the attached CRs is a general mechanism (i.e. not restricted only to CIoT) which allows the MME to trigger retrieval of UE Radio Capability information while sending a downlink NAS PDU (so addresses other scenarios such as the issue raised by the SA2 LS on paging failures for CE-capable UEs in S2-176685).
· For Rel-13/14, RAN3 recognizes that full alignment between RAN3 and SA2 specifications may be difficult. If existing SA2 text is left unchanged in Rel-13/14 as a stop gap measure, MME use of Connection Establishment Indication procedure to obtain the UE Radio Capabilities will depend on implementation of the procedure at the serving radio access network for such purpose.
2. Actions:

To SA2 group.

ACTION: 
RAN3 kindly asks SA2 to take the above response into account in SA2 specifications.
3. Date of Next TSG-RAN WG3 Meetings:

RAN3#100
21st – 25th May 2018

Busan, Korea

RAN3#101
20th – 24th August 2018

Gothenburg, Sweden
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