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Introduction
At the RAN plenary meeting #79 a new RAN3 work item (WI) entitled “eNB(s) Architecture Evolution for E-UTRAN and NG-RAN” has been approved [1]. The objectives of the WI are reported as follows:
Starting from NR CU and DU in higher layer split, the goal of this WI is to specify the eNB CU-DU split architecture for E-UTRAN and NG-RAN. The detailed objectives of the study item are:
(1) Specification of eNB-CU and eNB-DU interface (e.g. V1) general principles, functions and procedures;
(2) Specification of eNB-CU and eNB-DU interface (e.g. V1) signaling transport, to allow the exchange of control plane information;
(3) Specification of eNB-CU and eNB-DU interface (e.g. V1) application protocol, including the stage-3 description of elementary procedures and message.
The following specifications are expected as an output: 
1. TS 36.4x0, V1 general aspects and principles
2. TS 36.4x1, V1 layer 1
3. TS 36.4x2, V1 signalling transport
4. TS 36.4x3, V1 application protocol (V1AP)
A proposed time-plan for the WI is provided in this contribution.
Discussion
The WI on “eNB(s) Architecture Evolution for E-UTRAN and NG-RAN” is to be completed in the framework of two technical RAN WG3 meetings. Time is limited and we therefore propose a step based organisation of the work to achieve a good achievement level in line with operators’ expectations and deployment plans.
We propose the following schedule of work in 2 major phases:
1. Targeting TSG-RAN #80 (Rel15 for June 2018) (1TU at RAN3#99bis, and 1TU at RAN3#100)
· Submission of V1 interface aligned with the F1 interface: This includes all the features with adapted copy/paste from the F1 interface when the ng-eNB is connected to 5GC and submission of the corresponding specifications TS 36.4x0, TS 36.4x1, TS 36.4x2 and TS 36.4x3.
· Targeting TSG-RAN3#99bis meeting( April 2018)
· Agree on a baseline for the specs: TS 36.4x0, TS 36.4x1, TS 36.4x2, TS 36.4x3.
· Agree on moving text from TR 37.876 into the suitable BL specs (mainly TS 36.4x0);
· Continue working on the stage-2 aspects of the V1 interface;
· This includes the definition of the V1 principles, functions, and procedures. Specific focus should be on the aspects identified in the conclusions of TR 37.876.
· Start working on the stage-3 details of the V1 interface;
· This includes the V1 signalling transport, the description of the V1AP procedures and the content of the V1AP messages.
· Discussion on the submission of V1 interface for a limited and prioritized list of LTE specific features when the eNB is connected to EPC and namely:
· ACB
· Inter-RAT mobility
· 
· Targeting TSG-RAN3#100 meeting( May 2018)
· Continue working on the stage-2 aspects and stage-3 details of the V1 interface;
· Continue to discuss on the LTE specific features wen eNB connecting to EPC and capture the stage-2 and stage-3 detail in the V1 specifications.

2. Targeting TSG-RAN #81 (Rel15 CRs for September 2018) (2TU at RAN3#101)
· Update of V1 interface specifications for the other identified LTE specific features when the eNB is connected to EPC and namely:
· NB-IoT, eMTC
· eDRX, Coverage Enhancements
· MDT/SON for network optimization
· Access Control: EAB/SSAC and ACDC
· V2X
· 

Conclusion
In this contribution, we discussed the time plan for the WI on eNB(s) Architecture Evolution for E-UTRAN and NG-RAN.
[bookmark: _In-sequence_SDU_delivery]Proposal 1:	RAN3 is kindly asked to endorse the proposed time plan.
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