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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 thanks CT1 for the questions related to the format of TAI.

RAN3 would like to inform CT1 about the choice of introducing extended TAC (3-bytes long) in 5GS.

RAN3 would like to share that this satisfies the requirements of some operators to take advantage of more flexibility in their deployments, especially considering the potential surge in number of small cells. This flexibility means that RAN3 agreed that Rel-15 specifications shall enable that both gNB cells and ng-eNB cells can use either legacy 2-bytes TAC or extended 3-bytes TAC.

The agreed RAN3 pCRs are attached.

RAN3 has also agreed the corresponding S1AP CR for 4g to 5g scenario introducing the encoding of the new target TAI and the new Global NG-RAN node ID.
2. Actions:

To CT1, CT4, SA2 and RAN2 groups:
ACTION: 
RAN3 kindly ask CT1, CT4, SA2 and RAN2 to take into account the new extended TAC format in their specifications. 

To CT4 group:

ACTION: 
RAN3 kindly ask CT4 to take into account RAN3 coding of target NG-RAN node ID and target TAI agreed in the RAN3 4g-5g handover pCR attached for aligning their N26 interface.
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