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1 Introduction

In the previous meeting, it is agreed that if MN decides to initiate SN change procedure, it may use SgNB Modification Request message to fetch the UE context in SN side to support delta configuration. In this contribution, we make some further analysis on the open issue on this topic and give our proposal accordingly.
2 Discussion

In Rel-15, SRB3 is introduced which could be used by SN to send RRC message to UE directly. If the reconfiguration has no impact to MN, then MN does not need to be involved in this procedure. Based on that, it is possible that SN sends RRC Reconfiguration message to UE via SRB3 without informing MN after MN decides to initiate SN change procedure and fetch the UE context from SN. The consequence is that there may be mismatch between the network and UE since the delta configuration generated by the target SN is not based on the latest configuration in SN side.

The possible flowchart of the procedure is as follows：
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According to the above flowchart, after step 2, SN may initiate RRC Reconfiguration procedure towards UE. To resolve the problem, several solutions could be considered.

Alternative 1: The SN does not initiate SN modification procedure via SRB3 until indication from MN is received. For the MN, it could send the indication only when MN decides not to perform SN change procedure. The indication could be one extra IE in SgNB Modification Request message i.e. Change permitted.
Alternative 2: When MN fetches UE context via SgNB Modification Request message, it would also include a timer. Then SN would not initiate SN modification procedure within this time duration. 
Alternative 3: After SN receives the SgNB Modification Request message which aims to fetch UE context, it would not initiate SN modification procedure for specific time. The time duration should be long enough to complete a SN change procedure.
For the above 3 solutions, both alternative 1 and alternative 2 have impact to ASN.1 while only some description is needed for alternative 3.We prefer to adopt alternative 3 to resolve the problem.

Proposal: It is proposed to adopt alternative 3 to avoid the possible mismatch between UE and network in case delta configuration is used for MN initiate SN change procedure.  
3 Conclusion

Based on the discussion in section 2, we have the following proposal:

Proposal: It is proposed to adopt alternative 3 to avoid the possible mismatch between UE and network in case delta configuration is used for MN initiate SN change procedure. 
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