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Introduction

In RAN3#99 meeting, the stage TP for CP UP separation has been captured in TS38.401 and TS38.460. In this paper, we continue to discuss the bearer context management function over E1 interface.  
Discussion
In last meeting, the following Bearer Context Management procedures are approved:

(names are FFS)

CU-C triggered:

BEARER CONTEXT SETUP REQUEST/RESPONSE/FAILURE

BEARER CONTEXT MODIFICATION REQUEST/RESPONSE/FAILURE

BEARER CONTEXT RELEASE REQUEST/RESPONSE

(names are FFS)

CU-U triggered:

BEARER CONTEXT MODIFICATION REQUIRED/CONFIRM (REFUSE message FFS)

BEARER CONTEXT RELEASE REQUIRED

However, the Bearer Context Modification part is still missing in our stage2 and stage3 TSs.

TP proposed for TS38.460
5.1.2
E1 bearer context management function
The establishment of the E1 bearer context is initiated by the gNB-CU-CP and accepted or rejected by the gNB-CU-UP based on admission control criteria (e.g., resource not available).

The modification of the E1 bearer context, i.e., establishing, modifying and releasing partial DRB resources, can be initiated by either gNB-CU-CP or gNB-CU-UP. The receiving node can accept or reject the modification. 
The E1 bearer context management function also supports the release of the whole bearer context previously established in the gNB-CU-UP. The release of the whole bearer context is triggered by the gNB-CU-CP either directly or following a request received from the gNB-CU-UP. 

This function is used to setup and modify the QoS-flow to DRB mapping configuration. The gNB-CU-CP decides flow-to-DRB mapping and provides the generated SDAP and PDCP configuration to the gNB-CU-UP.
Editor’s note: How to provide QoS profile for each DRB to CU-UP is FFS.
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